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HEY, YOU LOOK 
FAMILIAR, DON'T ፲ 
N 


I'M SURE I'VE 


SEEN YOUR FACE 
BEFORE... 





WP 


ЕЕ A 
A LITTLE 

RAVELING FOR 

BUSINESS ሪፎ ol cub 

PLEASURE? SAY- 


Y, 


WONDERFUL! Ф 
WHAT KIND ОР BUSINESS, 
^ IF YOU DON'T MIND 
MY ASKING? 


GOODNESS, 
HOW EXCITING! 
THAT MUST BE WHY 
፲ RECOGNIZE 
You! 


AND FO] 
You, sir? Fy 


(И 
BE AWHILE. 





IT FEELS ` 
AS THOUGH THIS 
PLIGHT MIGHT LAST, 
FOREVER... 


YOU KNOW, 
TN poed 
A RUT- 


T LOOKS LIKE 
we АЕ BOTH DOOMED 
TO BOREDOM. 


OR PERHAPS... 


WHAT SEEMS 
TO BE THE 
TROUBLE? 


AND AS IF THAT'S 
NOT ENOUGH, T FORGOT 
TO BRING A BOOK. I'VE 
ALREADY READ THE IN- 

FLIGHT MAGAZINE 

TWICE OVER. 


TIME CAN BE 


THAT/S QUITE A PREDICAMENT 
YOU'RE IN. T USUALLY BRING | А BOOK 
MYSELF, OR AT LEAST А МОТЕРАР. 
BUT IT SEEMS I'VE FORGOTTEN 
BOTH THIS TIME AROUND. 





PERHAPS you ae COME ON! 
YOU MUST OH, T DON'T WE HAVE SO 
COR TALES ROM THE HAVE SOME KNOW ABOUT MUCH TIME 
GLAMOROUS WORLD GREAT THAT. TO KILL. 
OF SHOWBIZ? STORIES! > 
I'MA GREAT Y 
LISTENER. 


WHY FOUL UP 
THE ATMOSPHERE WITH TALK 
OF TINSELTOWN? 


WELL, 
THEN MAYBE У yow | | your 
NOT SHOWBIZ. ል ) BRACELET. 
TELL MEA E | 
50, е И , 7 
ELSE Е 


TOUCHE! YOU HAVE 
AKEEN EYE. I SUPPOSE 
I MUST TELL MY TALE, 
OR ELSE... 


VERY WELL 
THEN. LET'S SEE 
IF THIS OLD TIMER 
CAN STILL WEAVE 
А GOOD YARN. 





THE YEAR: 1943. 
THE PLACE: CAMP 
TACCOA, 


HERED HERE Al 
| GROUP OF BOYS 
THINK THEY ARE ME 


THESE BOYS ARE, FOR THE MOST 
PART, ENTHRALLED BY THE 
PROSPECT OF FIGHTING FOR 
THEIR BELOVED HOMELAND. THEY HAVEN'T ል 
CLUE OF THE GRIM 
FUTURE THAT AWAITS 
THEM IN BATTLE. 


። 
ry 


THEY ARE ABOUT TO EMBARK ON 
ARIGOROUS JOURNEY--A TRUE TEST OF 
BODY AND SPIRIT. THOSE WHO MAKE THE CUT 
WILL BECOME PART OF THE NEWLY FORMED 
5117 РАРАСНИТЕ INFANTRY REGIMENT. 


THIS PARTICULAR 
SPECIMEN IS PRIVATE 
RODMAN SERLING- 
AGE EIGHTEEN. 


@ JEWISH BOY 
FROM SMALL TOWN — 
BINGHAMTON, 
NEW YORK. 


BECOMING A PAR 

















BUTI 


WOULDN'T 
GIVE UP 50 


EASILY. 


ЕТ 
COLONEL’S OFFICE 
AND PLEADED MY 
CASE AGAIN. 





ILL DOING 
HERE? 
НЕ WON'T, 
BUDGE. HE'S 
BEEN SITTING 


Ey 
x 
9 
k 
= 
2 


5 
DISMISSED. 


SIR. THERE'S ONLY 
ONE PLACE FOR ME. 
ACCEPTED. 

MOST MEN 
DON'T MAKE 
ІТ. REPORT TO 
SERGEANT 
BRIGGS AT 
0200. 


BUT THE 
ODDS ARE 
STILL STACKED 
AGAINST 
You. 


very 
WELL аду, 
YOU'RE 
IN- 


1 ыы | 
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BOY, т TOLD YOU, 
THERE/RE PLENTY OF OTHER 
А MOTIVATED YOUNG MAN 
LIKE YOURSELF. 


REGIMENTS WHO COULD USE 
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ОТ KEPT AT IT. 


2 
я 

к 
Sis 
5 
SH 
59 
ቁ 
< 
š 
= 


QUESTION. 


АУ THERE 


IT SEEMED AS IF EVERY 
WERE LESS OF US ON THE FIELD. 
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LY 
x 





JUMP SCHOOL AT FORT 
BENNING, GEORGIA. 


WE ALL THOUGHT 
WE WERE HOT STUFF. 
REAL TOUGH GUYS. 


T 13 
MOTHER’S 
BRECON 


HEY SERLING, 
I HEARD THEY 


MADE A SPECIAL 
CHILD-SIZED 


RIG FOR YA! 


HEY MeCAIB, 
FIVE BUCKS SAYS 
FRANKEL HERE IS 

GOING TO WET HIS 
BRIEFS ON THE 
JUMP. 


YOU'RE 
/ ON, SERLING! 
LET'S ТРУ NOT 
TO FLY UNDER 
нім! 
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ታየ --ን (U. S| 


Ë = 
CAMP POLE, WH EE V ቸም 
jj WHERE WE 2 2298 
WERE STATIONED FOR ЭР2 — 
MANEUVERS. y መመ ALL OF ል SUDDEN, ከ፻፻ 
WE HAD PLENTY [E 
А OF TIME ТО KILL. 


ПИРА 


EVERYONE 
IN SPITE OF MY 
Е, Т WAS ONE 
HIGH ON THEIR ROMANTIC IDEAS TOUGH TROOPER. 
OF MACHISMO, T DECIDED TO TRY 
MY HAND AT BOXING. 





MY NOSE WAS 


BROKEN IN TW. 
PLACES, AND MY EYE 
NEARLY KNOCKED 
OUT OF MY HEAD. 





YOUR FULL TOMORROW AT 0500, 
ATTENTION! COLONEL HAUGEN I WANT EVERYONE PACKED 
HAS A FEW WORDS. GOOD NEWS, AND READY TO GO. 
MEN. WE JUST GOT 
OUR MARCHING 
ORDERS. 


WE'RE HEADED WEST. 
CALIFORNIA, THEN THE SOUTH 
PACIFIC. HOPE YOU BOYS LIKE 
SOME CHOP SUEY, 'CAUSE IT 
LOOKS LIKE WE'RE GONNA 
BE FIGHTIN’ SOME 
YELLOW DEVILS. THIS 1$ ALL 
I HAVE FOR YOU RIGHT 
NOW. MAKE THE MOST OF 
YOUR LAST FEW HOURS IN 
CIVILIZATION. 


DISMISSED! 





WHY THE 
SOUR FACE, MH 
SERLING? WHY DON'CHA 
NOW THEY'RE ФО 'N HAVE А 
SHIPPING US TO CHAT WITH 
THE SOUT! 


H YOUR 
PACIFIC? ier 





YOU THOUGHT 
YOU'D PUMMEL GORING 
FULL OF LEAD THEN USE THE 
FÜHRER'S SKULL FOR 
LIBATIONS? 





* SLANG FOR GERMANS 


THE COMMANDERS KEPT 
US IN THE DARK AS WE ከ 
SAILED UP THE PACIFIC. Е WERE COMING. 


WE WERE ING FOR 
BA BUT WE WOULDN!T 511" PARACHUTE. Е 
SEE IT FORA 5 INFANTRY ON THE U.S.S. 
Be ጀመ SEA PIKE--WE WELCOME 
YOU TO THE PACIFIC 
БАТЕР. 


WE KNOW 
YOU ARE ON YOUR 
WAY TO ORO BAY, 

NEW GUINEA. 


SUBMARINES 
ON YOUR 
JOURNEY. 


EVEN A MARTIAN 
COULD DO SHAKESPEARE 
IF YOU'D ONLY GIVE HIM 

HALF A CHANCE. 


GOOD STUFF 
IN HERE. 





DESPITE THE OMINOUS ТНРЕАТ 
AND СНОРРУ WATERS, WE 


КЕРТ OUR SPIRITS UP. @ 


WE CELEBRATED 
THE NIGHT Wi 


GOOTEN TAS 
MENCHEN! YOUR 
PAL, ZE FYUROR, 

HERE. 


ICH VANTED 
TO TELL YOU: ZER IZ 
ЕЕ BIG PROBLEMA VIZ 
ZEE AMERICANZ- ICH BIN HATE 


Ба S| 
THOME 
Š ? T VOULD LIKE 
F uy aya ta 


М 
\ 


BEN ZEI N 
BUT DEAR h EMEN?! VIZ [ 
GOTT...ZER 


NW 
2 ; ANN RUSSELL. NN A 
< 'EEMEN! E SS N N N COR GOTT. N 1 
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> ALRIGHT, 
SERLING, THAT'S 
ENOUGH! 


HE MEANTIME, WE WERE пе UN АЯ 
есе TRAINING, WHICI 
LOT СОР NOTHING: 











ЕМЕ AONTHS 


WOULD PASS WITH 


ሃሽ NOTHING TO DO. 


T DID MY BEST TO 
KEEP BUSY, TAKING 
ONE FINAL STAB 
AT BOXING. 





WHEN THAT DIDN'T WORK, 
I TRIED POETRY. 


HEY LEVY, 
LISTEN TO THIS, 
1578 ME WHAT TAKE COURAGE AND 
YOU THINK... DEVILTRY, COCKINESS, 
GUTS, МІХ “EM UP WITH A 
GANG OF THE RIGHT GUYS, 


GIVE "ЕМ WINGS AND BOOTS. 


CALL "EM PARATROOPS. 
LET “EM JUMP WITH CHUTES 
FROM THE SKIES...WE'RE 
GOOD AND WE KNOW 
IT, WE HAVE AND WE'LL 
SHOW IT, THEPE PE 
PARAGUYS FIGHTING 
THIS WAR. 


ችር 
АА 
АА 


(Іс 


HEY, THAT'S SWELL, | 


ለ BOD! YOU OUGHTTA 


TRY AND GET IT 
PUBLISHED! 


с. 





RADIO WAS 
ANOTHER GOOD THIS IS WAR! THE 
PASTIME. I WAS FOUR MAJOR NETWORKS JOIN 
A GREAT FAN AGAIN TO PRESENT THE SIXTH IN 
OF NORMAN THEIR SERIES OF BROADCASTS 
CORWIN AND 17 FOR WARTIME AMERICA. 
WAS A THRILL 
TO HEAR HIM 
DOING HIS 
PART TO AID 
THE WAR. 


PROGRAM 
TONIGHT IS 
CALLED "YOU'RE 
ON YOUR OWN" 


NORMAN 
CORWIN WAS 
PERHAPS THE 
GREATEST 

DRAMATIST OF 
THE GOLDEN 
AGE OF RADIO. 


HE WAS ALSO 
ONE OF THE FIRST 
WRITERS TO USE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
TO GRAPPLE WITH 
SERIOUS SOCIAL. 
ISSUES. 


HE COVERED MANY FIELDS 
IN HIS PROGRAMS INCLUDING 
HISTORY, BIOGRAPHY, POETRY AND 
CURRENT EVENTS. HE ALSO WROTE 
DRAMATIC PARABLES, AND HAD A 
SPECIAL AFFINITY FOR WRITING 
ABOUT THE STRUGGLES AND 
STRIFE OF THE COMMON MAN. 





SUDDENLY WE FOUND 
OURSELVES IN THE MIDST 
OF A SAVAGE JUNGLE ON 
THE ISLAND OF LEYTE IN 

THE PHILIPPINES. 


MOZA NE)" 


THE ISLAND HAD BEEN WON 


OVER BY OUR TROOPS BEFORE OUR 
ARRIVAL, BUT POCKETS OF JAPANESE 
SOLDIERS WERE STILL ENTRENCHED 

IN CAVES WITHIN THE MOUNTAINS. 


WE WERE TASKED WITH 

CROSSING THE ISLAND 
THROUGH THE MAHAGNAO 
MOUNTAINS AND FLUSHING 

| OUT ANY RESISTANCE. 


MY COUSIN 
FOUGHT IN GUADAL- 
CANAL, GOT HIMSELF 
ANICE COLLECTION 

OF JAP SKULLS. 





ШШ! 7L 
| ат Fiest, oue ONLY ENEMY was THE | Hi i SOFT 
| ISLAND ITSELF--WITH ITS HELLISH JAPANESE. THE ANTICIPATION WHERE TH 
TERRAIN AND PUNISHING WEATHER. WAS NERVE-WRACKING. FUCK ABE THOSE 
` и; 7] 7 BASTARDS? 
| 7 


$ Pr 


№) 


PREPARES FOR THE ROUGH JUNGLE TERRAIN, 
DATA KA РА: KA SOMETIMES 
BARELY A MILE A DAY. 





IT WASN'T TOO LONG BEFORE WE HAD 
Our FIRST ENCOUNTER WITH THE ENEMY. 


THE JAPANESE 
MANAGED TO 


TERRORIZE US. 
THEY WOULD 
COME AT NIGHT, 
KILL SILENTLY, 
AND DISAPPEAR 
LIKE GHOSTS. 





EVEN MORE TERRIFYING 
WERE THE SAKE-FUELED 
SUICIDE ATTACKS- 


4/7? 


HOLY MOSES, 
WHAT THE HELL 
IS THAT? 





WE EVENTUALLY FOUND OURSELVES TRAPPED 
AT THE FOOTHILL OF THE МАНАФМАО VOLCANO. 
THE AREA WAS COMPLETELY INFESTED WITH 
ENEMY SOLDIERS, AND WE WERE LOST. 


ARE YOU 
SURE WE DIDN'T 


ТМ SURE, = 5 
AE cAMPSEOUND ‘Never FELT SUN 
CAMI 
THEA HEEE Е en HUNGER IN MY LIFE. 
DAYS AGO. 








Ок, MEN! 
LOOKS LIKE THE 
т BOMBERS 
ARE FINALLY 


ይ[5ሬሀ! 
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MY PAL LEVY 











AT TIMES, IT SEEMED THE 

JUNGLE HAD NO END. AS IF WE 

WERE TRAPPED IN A LIMITLESS 
TROPICAL NIGHTMARE- 





AFTER WHAT 
SEEMED LIKE 
EONS, WE 
FINALLY BROKE 
THROUGH THE 
JUNGLE. 





Pear Vad, 


ust as you and Mom thought mainly 
about some future Christmas-my 
thoughts were along the same line on 
my Birthday. We were still in combat- 
but youd be surprised-a guy can do 
some thinking in a fox hole. 


YOU'RE NOT 
COMING? THEY вот 

HOT TURKEY AND 
REAL MASHED 

POTATOES! 

GO AHEAD, 
I GOTTA FINISH 
THIS LETTER- 


You know, Pad, if you and 
I have any differences-and 
lithe run-ins occasionally 


it’s not for you fo apologize. А! my life, youve given me 


everything lve wanted. 


/ never so much as gave Та 
thought that you might find it tough 
To keep supplying me with every 
whim, and the idea of repaying you 
never entered my head. 


Accordingly. my gratefulness was 


a shallow, momentary thing that 
couldn't have made you understand 
that your efforts were really 
appreciated. 


$0 Dad, when that future Christmas when 
we're together again rolls around, you can 
put aside thou ሪዳ of making up for the 
Pasf-ifl be for me fo arf. showing that 
the years of you slaving away and worrying 
ust for my benefit were nof thrown away 
on a selfish thoughtless kid. 





WE HAD 
ACCOMPLISHED 
OUR MISSION. 
BUT THERE WAS 
NO REST FOR 
US. A FEW HOT 
MEALS, FRESH 
UNIFORMS... 


THE JOKES 

HAD STOPPED, 
THE SMILES 
WIPED AWAY. 


READY ONCE 
MORE TO JUMP 
TOWARDS OUR 

DEATHS. 


---AND WE WERE OFF 
AGAIN, HEADED FOR A 
COVERT JUMP ONTO 
TAGAYTAY. 


WE WERE 
TO PROCEED FROM 
THERE BY GROUND 
TOWARDS MANILA. 





ПШ 


N 


THE FOLLOWING | Т || 
DAY WE ARRIVED AT H ” 
THE OUTSKIRTS OF 


THE CITY 
LAY IN 
RUINS. 


ERAL YAMASHITA 
ОКТ, ORDERED HIS 
REAT FROM MANILA. 


BUT ADMIRAL IWABUCHI, 
HIS SUBORDINATE WHO 
COMMANDED THE JAPANESE 
FORCES IN THE CITY, HAD 
IGNORED THE ORDERS AND 
FORTIFIED THE CITY, 
ORDERING HIS MEN TO 
FIGHT TO THE DEATH. 





= መመመ 
= 


LADIES AND 
N ENTLEME 
M THE ENTIRE STADIUM 


f _AND HE HITS THE 
BALL! IT'S GOING, 
IT'S GOING... 


ENOUGH 
JOKING AROUND, 
SERLING. LET'S 

MOVE IN. 





I WANTED TO DO SOMETHING 
ABOUT IT, BUT COULDN'T- 


I FELT USELESS, 
OVERWHELMED BY A DEEP 
SENSE OF FUTILITY. 





KEEP YOUR 7 
EYES PEELED, 
BOYS. 


INTEL SAYS 
THIS PERIMETER IS 
INFESTED. 











MY INJURIES WERE NOT - 
THE DAMAGE DONE WAS 
MOSTLY TO MY EGO. 


E ER 
М) EASILY 


ዝህ) Face OF 
PLANET. 





THE RANDOMNESS 
OF IT ALL WAS 


WHO DIDN'T. 


AS I RETURNED TO THE 
SURREAL REALITY OF BATTLE, 
IT DAWNED ON ME THAT T WAS 

NOW PART OF THE LIVING DEAD. 


WHILE MORE THAN HALF OF 
МУ COMRADES МЕРЕ NOW 
FOOD FOR WORMS. 


ү ONLY 
SOLACE WAS THE 
PAIN T SHARED 
WITH MY FELLOW 
THE FEVER TROOPS. 
OF WAR WOULD 
NOT LOOSEN 
ITS GRIP. 
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к 
N 
THE PLACE WAS IT WAS AS IF 


COMPLETELY EVERYBODY 


ABANDONED. Hab VANISHED 


AFTER THE JAPANESE 
SURRENDERED, THE 5117 WAS 
SHIPPED TO YOKAHAMA, JAPAN, 

WHERE A TEMPORARY AMERICAN 
BASE WAS BEING SET ЧР. 





THE CITY WAS RIGGED WITH 
EXPLOSIVES, WHICH MY DIVISION 
WAS TASKED WITH DISMANTLING. 


THERE'S AN 
URGENT MESSAGE 
FOR YOU AT THE 
RED CROSS 
OFFICES. 


THERE 
You ወሬ. 
APOLOGIES 
FOR THE 





THE WAR WAS OVER, BUT 
IT WAS OVER TOO LATE... 


7 





£ “16116 
ı SEER 
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PART II 


HE DIED 


A Wy ረ 


We 2) - 
< 





IT WAS A 
БРАВ Е WAY TO END 


I'M Ni 


\ 
ነ 
К MCN 
N 
SOMETHING N 
IN ME BROKE ` 
THAT DAY... AND N 
1 К 
LED. 


SO WHAT 
HAPPENED 
NEXT? WERE 
YOU SHIPPED 
HOME? 





DURING WAR, YOU YEARN FOR THE 
FAMILIAR. 17/5 ALL YOU DREAM ABOUT: BUT ONCE IT’S ALL OVER, AND YOU'RE 
THE FOOD, THE FAMILY, THE WOMEN. - BACK HOME, YOU REALIZE THERE'S 
NOTHING WAITING FOR YOU. NOTHING 
BUT A GREAT WIDE EMPTINESS. 


EACH NIGHT I WOULD 
BE PLAGUED BY HORRIFIC 
NIGHTMARES. 


MEMORIES OF 
WAR TRANSMUTED INTO 
DEMONIC MONSTERS. 


WHEN Т CONSULTED A DOCTOR, 
HE SAID IT WAS JUST SHELL SHOCK, 
AND WOULD PASS SOON ENOUGH. 


CONTRARY TO THE 
DOCTOR'S PROGNOSIS, 


HAUNT ME FOR THE 
REST OF MY LIFE. 





оир HE/S BEEN 
N THERE FOR HOURS! 


| poten’ HE WANT TO SEE HIS 


BROTHER? IT'S NOT LIKE I 
SORE Ша d dd 


WHERE'S 
ROD? 


THE BASEMENT, 
WORKING ON 
HIS MODEL 


MAYBE YOU 
SHOULD 60 AND 
CHECK ON HIM, 

808 


LOOK BOBBY, 
NAKAJIMA BSN, 
ISN'T SHE А 


GET THE COCKPIT 
COVER TO FIT. 





WHY DON'T 
YOU TAKE A BREAK, 
нин? 


COME UP 'N 

HAVE A BREWSKY 
WITH YOU! 
BROTHER. 


GODDAMN 
IT, T WAS SO 
CLOSE! 


17/8 NICE OUT, 
А LET'S ሬሪ FOR 
AWALK. 





ву - ТИЗЕР 
МУ G.I. BENEFITS AND ENROLLED АТ ANTIOCH 
COLLEGE, MY BROTHER'S ALMA MATER. 


---HERE I WAS, CAREFREE, IN 
AFTER FOUR YEARS OF А LUSH, SPRAWLING CAMPUS 
FIGHTING IN THE RAVENOUS IN YELLOW SPRINGS, OHIO. 
JUNGLES AND THE RUINS 
OF MANILA... 


1 FELT LIKE T HAD 
ARRIVED IN XANADU. 





PROFESSOR 
MILLER, T WAS 
WONDERING IF YOU 
WOULD GIVE THIS 
PIECE AREAD. 


U DON: 


YO! Ep 
THINK 1175 TOO 
DERIVATIVE? 


OF COURSE, 
ROD. SIT DOWN, 
TLL READ IT 
RIGHT NOW. 


ALL T SEEM 


TO BE WRITING 
ARE EITHER WAR 
STORIES OR BOXING 

TALES. DON” 


DON’T YOU 


THINK THAT/S A 


PROBLEM? 


-:-MAKING ል MASTERFUL. 

USE OF THE IRONIC TWIST, O. HENRY 
PUNISHES HIS PROTAGONIST, SOAPY, 
JUST AS HE REALIZES 17/5 TIME 
TO CLEAN UP HIS ACT. 


THINK WE SHOULD 
GET THIS PRINTED 
IN THE ANTIOCHAN. 
THE PEOPLE NEED 
ТО READ "THE 
GOOD RIGHT 
HAND. 


፲ THINK YOU 
REALLY CAPTURED 
SOMETHING HERE. 
THERE'S HEART IN 

THIS STORY! 





A _ THE DEPRESSION 
AND ANXIETY ABATED, 
OR AT LEAST THAT/S 

WHAT ፲ THOUGHT. 


L— SO, SHIRLEY, 
î WHAT KIND OF VOODOO AW COME ON, 
DID ROD PERFORM TO GIVE YOUR LITTLE SOME GALS MAYBE THAT'S 
LAND A DATE WITH BROTHER SOME JUST LIKE SOMETHING YOU SHOULDA 
You, нин? CREDIT. Š MEN WITH THOUGHT ABOUT BEFORE 
MEDALS. YOU AGREED TO SERVE АЗ А 
GLORIFIED PENCIL- 
PUSHER. 


SPENDING AN 
EVENING WITH MY 
BROTHER AND А 
BEAUTIFUL GAL 

LIKE уби... 





У 


” тне — 
THEY'RE COMING! 
= 


THE JAPS ARE 
ен 





ANTIOCH HAD A SPECIAL WORK/STUDY 
PROGRAM. STUDENTS WERE ENCOURAGED 
TO SPLIT THEIR TIME BETWEEN CAMPUS 
AND REAL WORLD EXPERIENCE- 


I WAS ACCEPTED INTO 
AN INTERNSHIP AT WNYC 
IN NEW YORK CITY. 


RATED. MANHATTAN WAS 
ITED MECCA OF 


u 
THAT THE INTERNSHIP 


| BARELY COVERED MY 
B LIVING EXPENSES. 
| г 





IMENTAL CHUTES, 
; ። 


РТУ BUCKS FOR 
FUL 





JUST ALI 
SCUFF I GOT 
DURING МУ SIDE 
GIG. NO BIG DEAL. 
WHAT'S ON THE 
AGENDA FOR 


IN 48, Т BECAME THE AND THAT WAS 


THE GREAT BING 
MANAGER OF THE SCHOOL uy 
Be CROSBY, WITH NOW _ BE SURE TO 
RADIO STATION, ABS. A ISTHE HOUR.” — TUNE IN TODAY АТ 


FIRST DRAMATIC 
RADIO PLAY: “THE 
FOREVER WAR.” 








MAKIN! THE 
ROUNDS WITH 
HIS CURRENT 

SQUEEZE. 


GAL, 
И IF ONLY SHE KNEW 
HOW MANY OTHERS 
HAVE TAKEN THE 
TOUR- 


I'M CAROL, 
PLEASED TO 
MEET YOU. 





CAROL WASN'T 
JUST ANOTHER 
SQUEEZE. WE 

FELL FOR EACH 
OTHER, HARD. 
፲ DECIDED IT 
WAS TIME TO 
PROPOSE. 


ТЕН! 


WHY ON 
EARTH WOULD 


SN 
22. 


ECIDED TO CONVERT TO UNITARIANISM. 
WANTED CAROL'S FAMILY TO ACCEPT МЕ. 


ETE 
А 
RN 
RU 

N 


WE MOVED INTO A SURPLUS TRAILER 
ON CAMPUS. IT WASN'T MUCH, BUT WE 
WERE TREMENDOUSLY HAPPY TO BE 

LIVING TOGETHER. 





FR 
YOU WANT TO 
MARRY A JEW? 
AND HE'S 
ጅ NOT EVEN 
WEALTHY! 
ы | 
kuu = 22 


| 





INSPIRED BY THE 
MEANWHILE, T KEPT WORKS OF NORMAN 
EXPERIMENTING АТ CORWIN AND ORSON 

THE SCHOOL STATION. WELLES, T DECIDED 
TO HELM MY OWN 
ANTHOLOGY SHOW. 


IT WAS, FOR THE MOST PART, 
A ONE-MAN OPERATION: 
I WROTE, DIRECTED AND 
ACTED IN MANY OF THE 
INSTALLMENTS. 


ET THE KEEPER SHE SEEMS TO HAVE 
STAR THAT THE LITTLE JUST BLOWN HERSELF UP... 
EARTH WOULD DESTROY ITSELF BEFORE DISINTEGRATED... SHE NO LONGER 
THE NEXT BILLION YEARS HAD EXISTS. ТСН, TCH, РІТҮ--5НЕ WAS 
GONE BY...AND SHE HAS- A LOVELY LITTLE PLANET. 
WONDER WHAT 
CAUSED IT? 


THAT |S A 
ВЕРОНЕ» OH, WHAT AM T 
THINKING... Т KNOW 
WHAT DESTROYED IT. 
IT HAD HUMAN 
BEINGS ON IT.# 








*FEOM “THE BUTTON PUSHERS” 


LUCKY FOR ME, CAROL WAS 
MORE THAN SUPPORTIVE- 


=e 


3 
т COULD BOUNCE MY IDEAS OFF 
HER, AND TRUST HER INST! - 


SHE ALSO СОРРЕСТЕР МУ u 
HORRENDOUS GRAMMAR KNOW, THIS 
AND SPELLI IS PROBABLY 
YOUR BEST 
SCRIPT 
YET. 


ROD, 
THAT/S NOT HOW 
YOU SPELL 
NBEGUILED." 


IDO. 

WHY DON'T 
YOU SUBMIT THIS 
TO A COMPETITION? 
MAYBE THE DR. 
CHRISTIAN 





I SUBMITTED THE PLAY AND WON 
THIRD PRIZE, 500 BUCKS AND AN 
ALL-EXPENSES-PAID TRIP TO МУС. 


ША ^ 


THANK YOU, 

МР. HERSHOLT. YOU'VE 
NO IDEA HOW THRILLED T 
AM ТО KNOW THAT YOU AND 
THE JUDGES SELECTED MY 
SCRIPT AS ONE OF THE 
WINNERS. 


NOW, WHERE 
DID YOU GET THE 
IDEA FOR THIS FINE 
STORY YOU 

WROTE? 


D 


ሪያ 


„йй 


WELL, TIVE ALWAYS 
BEEN FOND OF BOXING. 
TRIED MY HAND IN THE GOLDEN 
GLOVES--SINCE YOU'VE READ 
MY STORY, YOU KNOW WHERE 
IT ALL TIES ІК. 


WELL, WELL, YOU 
EX-G.1.S CERTAINLY 
SPECIALIZE IN BEAUTIFUL 
BRIDES. AND NOW, BACK 
TO THAT AMBITION 
OF YOuRS. 


HELLO, ROD, AND 
CONGRATULATIONS. T 
READ YOUR WINNING SCRIPT, 
NTO LIVE A DREAM,” AND T 
THOUGHT IT WAS A FINE 
JOB OF WRITING. 


INDEED I DO. 

AND DO YOU INTEND TO 

FOLLOW WRITING AS 
PROFESSION? 


I'D LIKE TO, 
МР. HERSHOLT. IN 
THE AMBITION 
MY W 


--AND IS 
YOUR WIPE 

SITTING OUT 
FRONT? 


WELL, WE WANT TO 
LIVE IN A LARGE HOUSE, IN 
THE SUBURB OF A LARGE CITY, 
RAISE A FAMILY, A LOT OF 
DOGS...AND WRITE! 





GUINEA PIG FOR THIS 15 IT, 
THE JUMPS WERE DON. ROD/S А 
О MORE PERILOU GONER, НЕ WENT 
TOO FAR THIS 
TIME. 
I MEAN, 
WHO GETS PAID A 
THOUSAND BUCKS 
FOR A SINGLE 
JUMP? 


he | y 
ле 


ШИЛ Juni | || 


WE/VE BEEN 
HERE FOR HOURS! 
НЕ WAS SUPPOSED ТО 
GET HERE АТ TWO! 
COME ON, LET'S 
HEAD BACK. 


meee Ste в 
TESTIN REE OTHER 
I WAS TESTING WHO TESTED IT WERE 
ANEW AIR FORCE KILLED av THE 
EJECTION SEAT. YOU DAMN THING. 
SHOULD HAVE SEEN ME 2 
SHOOT UP IN THAT. 
THING! IT WAS LIKE 
ACIRCUS ACT! 


DON! 
FRANK! 
YOU MADE 
їт! /| 
ራሥ ን 
E? 


THE HELL 
HAPPENED |. 
то YOU? 
JN 
4 АС 





IN 1950 I GOT OFFERED А JOB А5 
STAFF WRITER ON WLW CINCINNATI, FOR 
THE PRINCELY SUM OF $70 A WEEK. 


ОН BOY, Т CAN'T GET. SERLING! T READ 
ENOUGH OF THESE SPECIAL EFFECTS YOUR SCRIPT. ARE YOU OFF 
GUYS! THEY'RE MAGICIANS, Т YOUR ROCKE! ORCHESTRA? 
TELL YOU! MAGICIANS! A NARRATOR? YOU'RE IN 


= CINCINNATI, BOY, NOT I UNDERSTAND 


ANEW SCRIPT BY 
TOMORROW 
MORNING. 


BROADWAY. SIR, I'LL GET YOU 


WILL CONNECT ui 
LISTENERS. SOMETHING 
CLOSER TO THE 
SOIL! 





WELL, SHUCKS, 
BETTY SUE, THE COW: 


AS (9 
2% nm Ше: | \ 


nm W 
AE) 





AFTER COMING HOME 
FROM ል FULL DAY 
AT THE STATION, T 

WOULD SIT AND TYPE 
ТУ SPEC SCRIPTS 

INTO THE NIGHT. 


BL 


EVERY DAY I LOOK BACK 
AT EVERYTHING I WRITE, AND IT'S 
JUST А BIG HEAP OF GARBAGE. 
I DON'T KNOW HOW MUCH LONGER 
፲ CAN HACK IT. 


THAVE 
FAITH IN YOU. 
YOU'LL FIGURE 


THE SCRIPTS 
WERE ROUGH. 
THERE’S ONLY 
SO MUCH LEFT 
IN YOU AFTER 

ALONG DAY 

OF WORK. 


COME TO BED, | 
HONEY. IT'S 


De: 
dí | 





AFTER A YEAR OF THIS GRUELING 
ROUTINE, ፲ MANAGED TO ACCUMULATE 
OVER FORTY REJECTION SLIPS. 


THINGS WERE 
STARTIN: LOOK 
HOPELESS. 


SERLING, IT 15 WITH 
GREAT PLEASURE THAT 1 
INFORM YOU OF OUR DESIRE 

E RIGHTS 


ROADWAY!” 


$100 
BROADCAST 
RIGHTS. 
PLEASE 


RESPOND 
PROMPTLY 
то--! 





HEYA, ROD, 
WE GOT ል 


EVEN BETTER, 
WE NEED YOU TO 
COME UP WITH IDEAS 
FOR A SHOW THAT 





THIS THING CAN 
CURE MORE AILMENTS THAN 
JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF! FROM 
WHOOPING COUGH TO ULCERS, 
YOU NAME IT--GERITOL 
CURES 177 


DON'T ROLL YOUR. 
EYES AT ME, ROD! THIS ONE'S THE 
REAL DEAL. WE NEED YOU TO COME 
UP WITH A FRESH PITCH, SOMETHING 
RELATABLE. SOMETHING REAL 
POPULAR AND CLOSE TO 
THE SOIL! 





IN THE EARLY FIFTIES, TELEVISION WAS 
IN ITS INFANCY--A MEDIUM SEARCHING 
FOR DIRECTION AND FORM. 


THE EARLY ANTHOLOGY SHOWS WERE SHOT AND 
BROADCAST LIVE. DUE TO THE FORMAT/S LIMITATIONS, 
THESE “TELEPLAYS" WERE OFTEN SET IN VERY FEW 
LOCATIONS, AND SHOT IN A SINGLE STUDIO. 


MA, SOONER OR LATER, 
THERE COMES A POINT IN ል MAN'S. 
ae WHEN HE'S GOTTA FA! 
ACT 


E 160 
5 THAT, WHATEVER IT IS THAT 
WOMEN LIKE, T AIN'T 
GOT IT. 


AT FIRST, TELEVISION TOOK CUES FROM ITS OLDER 
SISTER, RADIO, BORROWING A VARIETY OF FORMATS, 
INCLUDING THE ANTHOLOGY SHOW--A POPULAR 
FORMAT WHICH PRESENTED A DIFFERENT STORY 
AND CHARACTER IN EACH EPISODE. 


TELEVISION DRAMATISTS, SUCH AS PADDY CHAYEFSKY 
AND GORE VIDAL, WERE ABLE TO USE THESE LIMITATIONS 
TO THEIR ADVANTAGE. THEY CREATED CHARACTER-DRIVEN 

NARRATIVES AND INTIMATE SETTINGS THAT WERE 
PERFECT FOR THE SMALL SCREEN. 


THE PLAYS WOULD BE REHEARSED 
AHEAD OF THE SHOOT AND INCLUDED THE 
COMPLEX ACROBATICS OF CAMERA MOVES. 


THEATER WAS NOW PROJECTED 
INTO MILLIONS OF HOMES THROUGH 
THE MARVEL OF THE CATHODE TUBE- 





THE WHOLE OPERA TELEPLAYS WERE IMBUED WITH 
OILED CLOCI ረ ል SPECIAL ENERGY, SINGULAR 

ES, ONLY ONE CH TO LIVE TELEVISION. THEY WERE 
CRUDE, ВИТ HAD RAW ESSENCE 

THAT EXISTED NOWHERE ELSE. 


| THE ADS WERE AN UNFORTUNATE DISRUPTION-- 
SET AS THE SHOW. THE OMNIPOTENT EJECTING THE VIEWER FROM THE PLAY AND INTO A 
PROVIDED THE CAPITAL FOR PRODUI Е Ц WORLD OF KLEENEX, STOVE TOPS, AND SOFT DRINKS. 


> 
` 


LIGHT UP 
A LUCKY! IT'S 
LUCKY TIME. BE 
| HAPPY GO Lucky! 
IT’S LIGHT-UP 
TIME. 


UPALUcKY , RELAX. $ 
ያ IT'S LIGHT- 
STRIKE! UP TIME. 


I WAS IN LUCK- 
STANDING АТ THE 
PRECIPICE OF A 
NEW INDUSTRY THAT | 
WAS IN DIRE NEED 
OF NEW TALENT. 


TELEVISION 
WOULD GOBBLE 
ME RIGHT UP! TAKE 
ITS CHANCE WITH A 
COMPLETE UNKNOWN. 





IT WAS 1951. OVER THE COURSE OF TWO 
YEARS, Т SLOWLY GAINED A STEADY 
FOOTING IN THE WORLD OF TELEVISION. 


፲ WAS CONTACTED BY LITERARY 
AGENT BLANCHE GAINES IN NYC WHO 
OFFERED ME REPRESENTATION. 





ሬሬ” AND LEX, 
AND STEP 

ON IT! WE'RE 
LATE FORA 
MEETING. 


VERY WELL, T HOPE 
YOU LIKE AIRPORTS, BECAUSE 
YOU'LL 55 JETTING HERE 
EVERY OTHER WEEK. 


FIRST OFF, WHY МЭУ you're THINKING 
ARE YOU STILL LIVING IN TOO SMALL, ROD. 
I NEED YOU TO 


\ CINCINNATI? THE ACTION 


1$ RIGHT HERE. START THINKING 
eer 2 BIGGER! 


WE'VE ONLY 
RECENTLY BOUGHT 
oug HOUSE: AND WERE 
TILL PAYING ТН! \ я 
MORTGAGE BAND 


I'LL BE | 
I'LL BE YOUR 
YOUR TELEPLAYS, “FOOT IN THE DOOR," 


BUT I'M GOING TO BUT YOU GOTTA PUSH 
NEED YOU TO START TOO! FOR STARTERS--GET 
Serie ROD YOURSELF A 6005 SUIT. THIS 


ERLING- ID-WESTERN SCHMATTA 
WON'T CUT IT IN 
MANHATTAN. 





FOUR MORE YEARS WOULD PASS. GAINES 
DID AS SHE PROMISED AND MY CAREER 
WAS MOVING FORWARD АТ ል STEADY РАСЕ. 


I WAS STILL LARGELY UNKNOWN, 
BUT MADE MY WAY INTO WRITING A 
FEW RESPECTABLE PROGRAMS. 


ONE OF MY TELEPLAYS WAS SET TO 
BE BROADCAST THAT NIGHT. Т HAD NO 
IDEA OF THE IMPACT IT WOULD HAVE. 


ON А COLD JANUARY NIGHT IN 1955, CAROL 
AND I WERE OFF VISITING RELATIVES IN UPSTATE 
NEW YORK. A BABYSITTER WAS WATCHING OUR 
FIVE-YEAR-OLD DAUGHTER, JODI. 

THE KRAFT we PRESENT THE Y W A 

Е РРЕЗЕ и # 
o о AE 
Mi AND SIXTY-THIRD - 
FROM NEW YORK. PLAY IN THIS SERLING: 
SERIES: 


THE PLAY 
15 PERFORMED AT 
. THE MOMENT YOU SEE 
AIT IT--LIVING THEATER 
K 143 FOR YOUR BEST 
er ENTERTAINMENT. 


Television 
Theatre 


N 


HE BEGINS WORKING UNDER AN OLDER MAN, 
BUT SOON DISCOVERS HE'S BEING GROOMED TO 


REPLACE HIM BY THE COMPANY'S RUTHLESS OWNER. 


“PATTERNS! TELLS THE STORY OF FRED STAPLES, 
AN IDEALISTIC YOUNG MAN COMING FROM OHIO TO 
WORK ON WALL STREET AS A JUNIOR EXECUTIVE. 





YOU WANTED 


HIM QUT вит 
ANDY SLOAN WAS ye 
YOUR CONSCIENCE- ты 
НЕ WAS А CONSTANT, 
NAGGING REMINDER 
THAT SOME THINGS you 
ARE WRONG. USED HIM AS 


FINALLY BEAT 
HIM TO 
DEATH. 


SERLING 
RESIDENCE. 


NO, MR. 
SERLING IS 
NOT HOME AT THE 
MOMENT-- YES. Т/М 
WRITING IT DOWN... 
PRODUCER, CBS 


“YES. GOT IT. | 


HELLO? YES IT IS. 
КО HE'S NOT. YES 
T CAN TAKE A 

MESSAGE. 


PAN 
n Qm Bi 





“PATTERNS!” TURNED 
ME INTO AN OVERNIGHT 
SUCCESS. THE OFFERS 

CAME LIKE А MONSOON. 


I RECEIVED 
TWENTY-THREE OFFERS 
FOR TELEVISION WRITING 
ASSIGNMENTS. 


FOURTEEN 
REQUESTS FOR 
INTERVIEWS 
IN LEADING 
MAGAZINES AND 
PAPERS. 


Т НАР THE 
ЗАМЕ ANSWEP 
TO THEM ALL: 


"PATTERNS" IS A STORY OF POWER, AMBITION AND 
THE PRICE TAG THAT HANGS ON SUCCESS. IT IS ALSO 
A CONFLICT OF YOUTH VS. AGE. FOR EVERY MAN THAT 

MOVES UP, SOMEONE ELSE HAS TO MOVE OUT... 


THE SHOW HIT A NERVE, AND WAS A BIG 
CRITICAL AND COMMERCIAL SUCCES: 


AUDIENCES LOVED IT SO MUCH THAT THEY 
DEMANDED--AND GOT--A SECOND LIVE SCREENING. 
A FIRST IN THE HISTORY OF TELEVISION. 


THREE MOTION PICTURE 
SCREENWRITING 
ASSIGNMENTS. 


TWO OFFERS 
FROM BROADWAY 
PRODUCERS. 


AND TWO 
OFFERS TO WRITE 
NOVELS. 





I SOON REALIZED 
WHAT A MISTAKE 
I'D MADE. I BIT 
OFF MORE THAN 
፲ COULD CHEW. 


I TELL YA, 
ERNS” JUST 


THERE WERE 
SUDDENLY BUYERS FOR 
ALL MY UNPRODUCED 
SCREENPLAYS. 


IS IT POSSIBLE THAT 
YOU HAVE SOMETHING 
LYING AROUND YOUR 
OFFICE? SOMETHING 
UNPRODUCED? 


WELL, YES, 
T HAVE SEVERAL 
SCREENPLAYS. AS 


REJECTED? 
THAT'S THE PAST, ROD! 
THIS 1$ THE DAWNING 
OF A NEW AGE FOR 
YOu. FOR US! 


FAILING TO 
PRODUCE 
MATERIAL WITH 
THE SAME 
LEVEL OF 
FINESSE AS 
"PATTERNS." 


NOW LISTEN, 
I KNOW WE'VE 
ALREADY COMMISSIONED 
SEVERAL SCREENPLAYS 
FROM YOU, BUT Т WAS 
WONDERING... 


YOU DON'T 
MIND IF T CALL 
ድሪ 


МУ REJECTS DRAWER WAS 
CLEANED OUT. THERE MUST HAVE 
BEEN TWENTY SCRIPTS OF MINE 

TELECAST THAT SEASON. MANY OF 
THEM EMBARRASSINGLY MEDIOCRE. 


| YES, CAN 
YOU BELIEVE IT, 
CAROL? THE VER! 
SAME SCRIPTS 
THEY REJECTED 
LAST YEAR! 


2222 


% 





ONE OF THE TELEPLAYS SOLD T READ ABOUT КОРЕ 

P-O.W.S WHO WERE TORTURED, 

FOR PRODUCTION ON THE BRAIN-WASHED AND FORCED 

UNITED STATES STEEL HOUR. О FALSE CONFESSIONS 
BY THE CHINESE. 


WAS "THE RACK.” IT WAS SET 


T WROTE OUT А SCRIPT ABOUT А CERTAIN 
CAPTAIN EDWARD HALL--A P.O.W. COURT- 
MARTIALED FOR TREASON AFTER BEING 
TORTURED AND FORCED TO SIDE WITH 
THE ENEMY. 


THE MORALITY OF “THE RACK" 
WAS PAINTED IN SHADES OF 
GREY. CAPTAIN HALL WAS 
NEITHER CLEARLY GUILTY 
МОР INNOCENT- 


COWARDICE 


FOR IF IT WERE, 

ALL MEN WOULD 

BE HEROES OR 
COWARDS. 


STILL HAUNTED BY MEMORIES 
OF WAR, AND THE GHOSTS 
OF MY FALLEN FRIENDS-— 

፲ WAS IMMEDIATELY STRUCK 


ЕТЕ 1 


| 


зе! 
WAS LEFT TO 
THE VIEWERS. 


IHUMBLY 
SUBMIT TO THE 
COURT THAT THERE 
MUST BE AN IN- 


} BETWEEN. 
po | | 





DESPITE PUTTING IN MY BEST EFFORTS, 

“THE RACK" WAS A DISAPPOINTMENT, 

AND RECEIVED A LUKEWARM REACTION 
FROM THE PRESS. 


THE FIRST REVIEWS AFTER 
“PATTERNS” WERE CHARITABLE, 
AS IF THE THE CRITICS WERE 
WARY OF THROWING BRICKS AT 
A SUCCESSFUL AUTHOR. 


BUT AFTER 
TIME, WHEN THE 
COMPARISONS 

WITH “PATTERNS” 
WERE OBVIOUSLY 
NEGATIVE, THE 
NEEDLE WAS 
UNSHEATHED. 


WITH EACH 
NEW REVIEW, 
THE BLEEDING 
GOT WORSE. 


IT GOT LONGER. IT 
PROBED DEEPER. AND 
т BEGAN ТО BLEED. 





AS THE PRESSURI 3 / 
DELIVER ANOTHER CRITICA N ALL THE WHILE, 
SUCCESS WAS MOUNTIN ` IWAS L INUND. 


፲ DECIDED 
SOME MAJOR 

CHANGES 

WERE DUE. 


፲ BEGAN TO THINK ፲ WOULD NEVER 
BEATE ANYTHING THAT WOULD LIVE 
UP TO THE QUALITY OF “PATTERNS.” 


THIS POINT, 
//] GAINES, AND REPLACE HER WITH ASHLEY COPE WITH THE 
STEINER, A MAJOR TALENT AGENCY. 


Т ALSO STOPPED 
TYPING MY SCRIPTS, 
AND BEGAN USING 
А DICTAPHONE. 


GOING TO TALK 
YOURSELF INTO 
A CORNER. 





ONE PROJECT WAS 
ESPECIALLY CLOSE TO 
МУ HEART. IT WAS A TALE 
OF SOCIAL CRITIQUE. 


A PLAY INSPIRED 
BY THE EMMETT 
TILL CASE- 


WHEN THE STORY 
FIRST APPEARED, I WAS 
| SHOCKED AND HORRIFIED 
BY THE WHOLE AFFAIR. 


TILL, A FOURTEEN- 
YEAR-OLD BLACK 
BOY, WAS VISITING 
MISSISSIPPI IN THE 
SUMMER OF '55. 
AFTER ALLEGEDLY 
nei WHISTLING AT 
| CAROLYN ВРУАНТ-- 
A WHITE WOMAN 
IN ል LOCAL 
GROCERY ЗТОРЕ-- 


ILL WAS KIDNAPPED AND BRUTALLY 
75 HUSBAND 


AFTER THE BOY'S BODY EMERGED FROM 
THE TALLAHATCHIE RIVER, THE TWO 
WERE PUT ON TRIAL, THEN PROMPTLY 
ACQUITTED BY AN ALL WHITE JURY. 








У LISTEN, POD, I  ሪ 
KNOW WE'VE TOLD YOU 
THAT U.S. STEEL ALREADY 


APPROVED “NOON ON 
DOOMSDAY." 


BUT...THINGS 
HAVE CHANGED. 
WE'VE HIT ል 





YOU COULD SAY SO. WE'VE 
RECEIVED SEVERAL LETTERS PROTESTING 
THE SHOW, PREDOMINANTLY FROM A SOUTHERN 
ORGANIZATION CALLED THE WHITE CITIZENS 
COUNCIL*, THEY ARE THREATENING A 
FULL BOYCOTT OF U.S. STEEL. 


WE HAD A PRESS 
RELEASE STATING THAT 
YOU WERE WORKING ON 

ы A PLAY BASED ON 
THE EMMETT TILL 
CASE. 








WHAT ARE THEY 
GOING TO DO? BUILD 
THEIRHOMES 

TIN FOIL? 


FUNNY! LET ME 
CUT TO THE CHASE-- 
WE WOULD LOVE TO 
PRODUCE THE SHOW, 
BUT THE SPONSORS 
РЕ NOW DEMANDING 

SOME MAJOR 

CHANGES. 


SHIFTED IT AWAY 
FROM BLACK 
VS. WHITE. 





Жа SOUTHERN WHITE SUPREMACIST ORGANIZATION 


WELL, IT’S NOT ENOUGH. Т KNOW 
THAT WE AGREED TO A JEWISH PAWNBROKER 
AS А GOOD SOLUTION, BUT THE SPONSORS 
ARE REQUESTING YOU CHANGE THAT 
AS WELL. NO MINORITIES. 


AND THE VILLAIN 


OH, AND YOU 


DO THEY 
KNOW A KIKE'S 
WRITING 
THIS? 


NEEDS ТО BE SOFTENED. WOULD NEED ТО TAKE 
THE SPONSORS ARE ASKING OUT THE WORD LYNCH,” 
FOR "ል GOOD, DECENT THEY'RE WORRIED THAT 
AMERICAN BOY, 
MOMENTARILY GONE 
WRONG." 


HE WAS. I AGREED E THE 
, BUT INSIDE 1 WAS LIVID. 


IT SOUNDS TOO 
SOUTHERN- 


NR 


You ALSO 
NEED TO MOVE 
THE $ 


FROM THE SOUTH. 
THE SPONSORS 


THERE'S A 
FULL LIST OF THE 
REQUESTS ON MY 
DESK. WE WOULD PAY 
FOR THE CHANGES, 
OF COURSE. 





Е V mme 


BY THE TIME 
“NOON ON DOOMSDAY* 
AIRED, THE STORY WAS 

SO WATERED DOWN THAT 
IT WAS PRACTICALLY 
MEANINGLESS. 


MY FRUSTRATION WITH BOTH 
SPONSORS AND NETWORK 
CENSORSHIP HAD REACHED 

A BREAKING POINT- 


ЕФАМ TO USE MY NEW STATUS 
AS A TELEVISION HEAVYWEIGHT ТО 
VOCALIZE MY FRUSTRATIONS. 


брани а 


NO DRAMATIC 
ART FORM SHOULD 
BE DICTATED AND 
CONTROLLED 
BY MEN WHOSE 
TRAINING AND 
INSTINCTS ARE TO 
SELL CONSUMER 

GOOD: 


IT'S DIFFICULT 
TO PRODUCE 
A TELEVISION 
SHOW THAT IS 
BOTH INCISIVE 

AND PROBING-- 


--WHEN EVERY 
TWELVE MINUTES 
ONE 15 INTERRUPTED 
BY TWELVE DANCING 
RABBITS SINGING 
ABOUT TOILET 
PAPER. 





ОМЕР THE NEXT FEW YEARS 
Т КЕРТ TAKING SWINGS АТ MY 
IMMATERIAL OPPONENTS- 


I HAD TO FIND A WAY TO MAKE 
SOMETHING BRILLIANT, DESPITE 
ALL THE LIMITATIONS. 


I COULDN'T 
BEAT THÉ 
SYSTEM FROM 
WITHIN. 





ВУ 1956, THE PRESSURE 
TO PRODUCE ANOTHER H 
HAD BECOME UNBEARABLE. 


WE HAD INVITED FRIENDS 
TO WATCH MY NEWEST TELEDRAMA: 
"REQUIEM FOR А HEAVYWEIGHT.” 


I WAS МОРЕ 
PESSIMISTIC 
THAN EVER. 


SIT DOWN, 
ROD! YOU'RE 


MAKING ME SOMEONE 

bizzy! NEEDS TO 
TAKE OUT HIS 

BATTERIES! 


I'M SORRY, EVERYON! JOE LOUIS. 
THERE'S JUST A LOT AT STAKE REMEMBER 
HERE. IF THIS PLAY’S A DUD, YOU HIM? JOE LOUIS... 
M 


IM SURE ME 


IT'LL BE 
FINE! 


ном” 
YOU GET THE OF COURSE! 
IDEA FOR THIS HEAVYWEIGHT 
ONE, ANY- BOXER, AREAL 

HOw? 


HE'S ALL 
WASHED UP, FORCED 
ፕሪ DO WRESTLING 
SHOWS FORA 
LIVING... 





THAT'S нг FOR YOU. 
ONE DAY YOU'RE ON 


THERE! та 


LIVE! FROM TELEVISION THE DOC 
CITY IN HOLLYWOOD. PLAYHOUSE 90, SAYS YOUVE 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY CAMEL, FAR AND HAD IT. NO MORE! 
AWAY THE WORLD'S LARGEST SAYS YOU GOTTA 
SELLING CIGARETTE. LEAVE NOW. 


WELL, T DUNNO, 
YOU DO ТЕЛЕ you NO, NO, THEN DO вит, 
WANNA DO! ANYTHING NO, NO! 1 MEAN A SOMETHING! MAISH, T BUNNO 
YOU LIKE! IT’S AS GUY'S GOTTA DO ANYTHIN’ BUT 
EASY AS THAT! SOMETHIN’ FIGHTIN’ 








SUCCESS OF "REQUIEM, 
FIGHTIN 
ib EVERY SCRI 


y Rod! | 
FANCY SEEING 
YOU HERE! 4 
С 
eur ረ 


FELT ЕРИЗТР. T WAS SICK OF 
AND THE NETWORK OVER EACH AN 

















Ui 
2 ካም” 
MER 


I KNOW IT. 
NOT EVERYONE IS 
AS OPEN-MINDED 5 

AS YOU ARE. CONNECTICUT 

NEIGHBORHOOD... 


BELONG. 





HEY, Т 

SAW YOUR SHOW 

THE OTHER DAY, 

THE ARENA 

YOU'RE 
TOO KIND. 
FAR TOO 
KIND. 


i THOUGHT \ 


IT COULD HAVE BEEN ANYTHING EVEN 


НЕ SPONSOR: E 
KILLED dT, АТ т 


THE POLITICAL SCENE 
15 FORBIDDEN. 


INCREDIBLE- ви BUT THE el REMOTELY RELATED TO 


555ጅ፦ ' 
ee THEY'RE 
I'M WRITING ል TALKIN, за 
HIEROGLYPHI EIN 
а ABOUT MAKE- SRE DAY! 
DISCUSS ANY SUES, 
CURRENT 2 
155025. 


SWEAR TO YOU, IF Т HAD WRITTEN 
THE ARENA AS SCIENCE FICTION...IF T HAD SET 
THE STORY IN THE YEAR 2057, AND PEOPLED THE 
SENATE WITH ROBOTS, 1 WOULD/VE HAD 
MUCH MORE FREEDOM. 





SOON AFTER, I BEGAN 
TO SCOUR MY ARCHIVE. 
№ N 


IT WASN NG 
BEFORE T FOUND МН 
፲ WAS LOOKING FOR 


AN OLD SCRIPT 
T HAD WRITTEN RIGHT 
AFTER COLLEGE. 


VIRGINIA, 
I WANT YO! 
TO TRANSCR 


u 
18: 
THIS FOR ME. 





THIS WILL 
BE AN ANTHOLOGY 
SHOW, THE LIKES OF 
WHICH HAS NEVER 
BEEN SEEN 
BEFORE. 


THIS 13 NO а SHOW t 
CAPTAIN VIDEO OR S WITH MORAL AND 
FLASH GORDON--eUt ነመ EMOTIONAL GRAVITY. 
RATHER, SHORT FILMS š ECTED BY THE VERY [> 
OF THE HIGHEST \ Y T 
QUALITY! 


DEALING WITH 
COMPLEX, ADULT 
ISSUES. 


MARSHA, 
HAVE THIS FILED 
IN ROOM 





I 
а 


% 
0 سا‎ 
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3 
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PART III 





ФЕТ 
AWAY! ፲ PROMISED m 
MYSELF T WOULDN'T OLE ATEM. 
TALK ABOUT SHOW E, DOES IT MATTER? 
BUSINESS. ELSE TOD. 


THAT'S QUITE 
ALL RIGHT, YOU 
DON’T HEAR ME 
COMPLAINING. 


AVE AZ RANGING, were We? Tle ЭСЕРТ REMAINED 
LEAVE ME HANGING, ? 
NOW! HOW DID IT YOU'VE GOT BURIED IN CBS. BUT T HAD OTHER 
ALL TURN OUT А LOVELY WORRIES ON MY MIND. THE 
SMILE, HAS WINDS OF CHANGE WERE 
ANYONE EVER IN THE AIR. 
TOLD YOU x 
THAT? 


ህ TELEVISION WAS 
|| RAPIDLY LEAVING NEW YORK AND 
MOVING WEST. IN HOLLYWOOD, 
THE WHOLE ТЕНОР OF THE 
MEDIUM SHIFTED. 


THE TRADITIONAL, 
LIVE ANTHOLOGY SHOWS 
BEGAN DROPPING DEAD 

LEFT AND RIGHT. 





BY LATE '57, T HAD BECOME A PROUD RESIDENT | ND ALL 
OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES... т DER SH 
) Hol 


HER TRAPPINGS 
FA 


WITH A NINE-BEDROOM 
MANSION IN THE РАС! 
PALISADES, COMPLE: 
WITH А TENNIS СО 
OL... 











BUBBLELAND, AS 
T LIKED ТО СА! ¿HAD 
OTTEN ТО ME FASTER 
АМ АМНА AFTER 
A BLEEDING LIMB. 


THEY 
GIVE YOU А 
THOUSAND 
DOLLARS А 

WEEK... 





THAT THEY'LL TAKE 
WAY FROM YOU. 


ÓN 
"AND AFTER THAT..." [861 | 
¿ YOU LIVE EVERY DAY 
you ENG. 





#°THE VELVET ALLEY," PLAYHOUSE ዋጋ 


HAT CAN 
INSTEAD Т GET А MEET! SAY? ፲ THOUGHT 1'D 
AP. HOLLYWOOD! HATE IT HERE. TURNS 
2 IT 





ANOTHER 
Round? 


HOW DO YOU 
END PRESTIGE TO AN 
UNPRETENTIOUS SHOW, 
HOSTED BY AWACKY 
COUPLE? 


I WOULD LOVE TO 
CONTRIBUTE, BUT 1/M FULLY 
COMMITED FOR THE FORSEEABLE 
FUTURE. Т SHOULD COME UP FOR 
AIR SOMETIME IN THE 
YEAR 2000- 


TWO THINGS: 
ONE, YOU HIRE THE BEST 
GODDAMN ACTORS 
TOWN. 


፲ 55 
IS THERE ANYTHING 
UNPRODUCED LYING 
AROUND IN ONE OF YOUR 
FILE CABINETS? 


THINK-— 
THERE MUST BE 
SOMETHING 
OUT ТНЕРЕ- 


ФАМ ANTHOLOGY SHOW PRODUCED BY LUCILLE BALL AND DESI ARNAZ. 


т/м GOING 
TO BE THE FIRST 
TO TELL YOU, 
DESILU PLAYHOUSE* 
HA: T 


TWO, you 

HIRE THE BEST DAMN 

SCREENWRITERS 
IN TOWN-- 


AND 
I/^ ASSUMING 
THAT'S WHERE 
I COME IN. 


HMMM. THERE 15 ONE 
“አላ /ላ 


I SOLD SOMETHING TO CBS IN 
757. IT WAS TOO "OUT THERE” 
FOR THEM, SO THEY 
SHELVED IT. 





== > 


= > 
E THIS IS AN 

ABSOLUTE FIRM 
EA NO FROM US, 
= BRET. 


т/м MAKING 


LISTEN GUYS, Т LIKE IT. 
HERE'S NOTHING TO BE CONFUSED 
ABOUT: IT'S A FUN PIECE OF 
ENTERTAINMENT: 


BEING AFRAID 
OF YOUR OWN 
SHADOW. 


RESISTANCE FROM McCANN- 
ERICKSON, THE AGENCY 
REPRESENTING THE SHOW'S 
SPONSORS. 


INN TEER 


RICKSON WENT AS FAR AS FLYING 
TO LA IN AN ATTEMPT TO PERSUADE 
О DROP THE WHOLE THING. 


ROD, ፲ HAVE GOOD NEWS 
FOR YOU. AFTER A SERIOUS 
UPHILL BATTLE, T MANAGED 
TO GREENLIGHT “THE TIME 

ELEMENT"! 


SCIENCE- 
ON SHOW AGA 





THE EPISODE TELLS THE STORY OF ONE 
PETER JENSON, WHO IS SENT BACK IN 
TIME TO DECEMBER 1: ND TRIES TO 
WARN PEOPLE ABOU UPCOMING 
JAPANESE ATTACK 2 RL HARBOR. 


THE 
TIME ELEMENT 





























T KNOW WHAT'S я < 
GONNA HAPPEN TOMORROW! JIM TELLING 
CAUSE TOMORROW IS DECEMBER YOU THAT TOMORROW 
m OPLE, MOR, 


1 ТО YOU PE aur NING, WE'RE 
በ75 SEVENTEEN YEARS I NN \ GONNA GET, 
AGO Tó МЕ! y < А 


ATTACKED! «АА 
5 АА 
WY NN 
Š А 
сос 








AFTER THE EPISODE 
AIRED, CBS WAS FLOODED 
WITH OVER SIX THOUSAND 
RS 


CBS REALIZED THE MISTAKE 


መመ” \ m тиу > MADE AY SHBLONS MY SINCE "THE TIME ELEMENT! 


THE IWIASHTZONE: ANEW PILOT SCRIPT. 


e | 
я е Е PITCH. SUDDENLY THEY WERE 1 
we Time ha FF Не а 
ъс An | 
mot 


7 GET AHOLD 

|| ሪዩ ፎሪ. 
амо REVIEWS were WES 

ALL-AROUND РО! 








SO WE BOTH | IT'S DOWNBEAT AND UPSET? 
READ “THE HAPPY DEPRESSING. WE CAN/T NO, NOT AT 
PLACE." LAUNCH А SHOW ON SUCH ALU! 
i A MORBID NOTE. 

WHOLE РЕАМЕР. 

T HOPE YOU Ср рид 

UNDERSTAND, 5 FULL OF 
AND THAT THIS \ IDEAS! 
DOESN'T UPSET 
You... 


WELL, ROD, 
HOW DO 1 PUT 


TOO DARK FOR 
E <a 


THE SPONSORS 

ARE NOT GOING 
TO STAND BEHIND 
А SCRIPT ABOUT 

EUTHANASIAL 

















THE CONCEPT FOR “WHERE 
15 EVERYBODY” CAME TO ME 
WHILE WALKING THROUGH THE 
EMPTY LOT OF A МОМЕ STUDIO. 
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THE PLOT DEALT WITH AN AMNESIAC WALKING 
THROUGH AN ABANDONED TOWN IN SEARCH OF 
PEOPLE. WE ULTIMATELY DISCOVER THAT HE 
HAS BEEN HALLUCINATING THE WHOLE TIME, AS 
RESULT OF AN ARMY ISOLATION EXPERIMENT. 





I'M SORRY, У тив FACE IS 
OLD BUDDY. I DON'T VAGUELY FAMILIAR, 
RECOLLECT THE BUT THE NAME 

ESCAPES ME. 














VUP THERE, UP THERE IN THE VASTNESS OF SPACE, IN THE VOID 
THAT 15 SKY...UP THERE IS AN ENEMY KNOWN AS ISOLATION. 
IT SITS THERE IN THE STARS, WAITING, WAITING WITH THE PATIENCE 
OF EONS, FOREVER WAITING...IN THE TWILIGHT ZONE.” 
SOMEBODY 
HELP ME, 
SOMEBODY'S 
WATCHING 


SN 
w OAS 





CBS FLEW ME OUT TO NEW YORK TO TRY TO 
SEDUCE SOME SPONSORS. I WAS ARMED WITH 
AREEL OF THE PILOT AND A SHORT INTRO 1'D 

PREPARED SPECIALLY FOR THE OCCASION. 


WELL 
GENTLEMEN, WITHOUT 
FURTHER ADO... 


SSS 


HOW D/YOU DO? í TO ACQUAINT YOU 
YOU GENTLEMEN, WITH AN ENTERTAINMENT 
OF COURSE, KNOW HOW TO Y PRODUCT WHICH WE HOPE, 
PUSH A PRODUCT. THAT, AND WHICH WE RATHER 
ESSENTIALLY, IS YOUR EXPECT, WILL MAKE YOUR 
JOB. MY PRESENCE HERE PROBUCT-PUSHING 
IS FOR MUCH THE SAME MUCH EASIER. 
PURPOSE, TO PUSH 
А PRODUCT! 


N 
№ 


== ҚАЗУ 
| ТОҚАН 
уа ON \ 


bz 


NOW THAT I'VE IMMODESTLY 
GONE ON RECORD PREDICTING THE HIGH 
QUALITY OF THIS SERIES, LET ME BRIEFLY 
SHOW YOU WHAT T MEAN ЗҮ, "ል 
SPECIAL KIND OF SHOW." 


WHAT YOU'RE ABOUT THE SEE, GENTLEMEN, 


15 A SERIES CALLED THE TWILIGH' 
WE THINK IT'S А RATHER SP 


IT ZONE. 
ECIAL KIND OF SERIES. 


THIS IS A SERIES FOR THE STORYTELLING, SINCE 

'АТ AN AUDIENCE WILL 

ALWAYS SIT STILL AND LISTEN AND 
WATCH A WELL=TOLD STORY. 


IT 15 OUR THINKIN: 


THIS IS SAND. 

IT REPRESENTS А 
DESERT--THE DESERT 
YOU'LL SEE ON 
YOUR SCREEN INA 
STORY WE CALL, 
“THE LONELY.” 


A STORY ABOUT 
AMAN SENTENCED TO 
A LIFETIME OF SOLITARY 
CONFINEMENT. THE 
CONFINEMENT TAKES 
PLACE ON A SANDY 
ASTEROID, FAR 
OUT IN SPACE. 


аз 





GENTLEMEN, T CAN ONLY 
TELL YOU THAT "THE LONELY,” WHICH 
INVOLVES A MAN, AND ል WOMAN MADE OUT 
OF PLASTIC AND WIRES WITH A MACHINE 
FOR А HEART, WILL PROVIDE AMO: 
BIZARRE EXPERIENCE. 


HE MAKES A 
DEAL WITH ል LITTLE SUPPLIES Т THE 1А 
МАМ WHO HAS A AND TI 
PSYCHOTIC FEAR 
OF DYING. 


A CONTRACT WAS DRAWN OUT. 
፲ WOULD RETAIN COMPLETE CREATIVE 
CONTROL OVER THE SHOW. 


I WOULD WRITE 80% OF THE FIRST 
SEASON'S SCRIPTS AND IN RETURN, OWN 
A 50% STAKE IN THE SHOW. Т COULDN'T 

HAVE IMAGINED A BETTER DEAL. 


THE TWILIGHT ZONE WOULD BE 
PRODUCED BY MY NEWLY FORMED 
PRODUCTION COMPANY, CAYUGA 
PRODUCTIONS*. 


+АРТЕР CAYUGA LAKE, NEW YORK, WHERE THE SERLING: 


Li 
OF THE FIRST PART IN ЫН CASE, 
WE CALL HIM? НЕ HAS А LOT OF NAMES. 
BEELZEBUB, MR- SCRATCH- 


IN OUR STORY, 
ESCAPE CLAUSE,” HIS 
NAME 15 SIMPLY МР. 
CADWALLADER- 


MY PITCH WAS A SUCCESS. WE 
LANDED KIMBERLY CLARK AND 
GENERAL FOODS AS SPONSORS. 





5 VACATIONED. 


TO CELEBRATE 
THE NEWS, CAROL 
AND I WENT ON ል 
LITTLE RETREAT. 


т bib. 
HOW ABOUT | መ 
YOU, ANY И Š 
уск? 


HINE WAS DEMONIC. 
У PANTS THAT NIGHT, 


۸ 
GAVE ME A GOOD 
STORY. 


THEN JUST 
LOSSES AND 
COME BACK 

TO THÉ ROOM, 
17/5 GETTING 
АТЕ! 





TWISTED AND 
TRANSMUTED 
BY MY OWN 

IMAGINATION... 


STRANGE BREW 
THAT BECAME 
THE TWILIGHT 
ZONE. 


AS T AWOKE FROM MY 
NIGHTLY TERRORS, IDEAS 
WOULD SURFACE UP, AND Т 

ULD JOT THEM DOWN. 





AS SOON AS THE SHOW WAS GREENLIT, 
፲ REALIZED WITH CERTAIN PANIC THAT 
I WAS OUT OF MY ELEMENT. 













































































SURE, T USED TO READ 
AMAZING STORIES 
AS AKID, BUT IT/D BEEN 
YEARS SINCE Т DIPPED 
INTO THE GENRE. 


EXPERT IN 
THE MEDIUM. 


T HAVE TO APOLOGIZE IN 
ADVANCE FOR MY IGNORANCE, RAY, 
I'M ል JOHNNY-COME-LATELY WHEN 
IT COMES TO LITERATURE OF 
THE FANTASTIC. 


M 


111118] 


THESE 
ARE EXCITING 
TIMES IN OUR FIELD. 
THERE'S A WEALTH 
OF INCREDIBLE 
MATERIAL. 


pl 
БЕС 


AND YOU MUST 
READ THESE TWO BY RICK 
MATHESON, ANOTHER YOUNG 
TALENTED MAN WHO T'VE 


BEEN MENTORING. 
OH, AND YOU 
ABSOLUTELY, 
MUST READ TOM/S 
ж 


BRILLIANT, 
SIMPLY 
BRILLIANT! 


I REACHED OUT TO RAY BRADBURY, 
WHO I GREATLY ADMIRED. 


RAY, HAVE YOU GIVEN Ç 

SOME MORE THOUGHT TO WRITING NW 

А SCRIPT FOR THE SHOW? IT WOULD ል 
BE SUCH AN HONOR TO HAVE 

YOU ON BOARD. á 


HMM, YES... 

YES, WHY NOT? T'M 
ASSUMING YOU CAN BEAT 
AMAZING STORIES” 
FIVE-CENTS-A-WORD 
RATE? 





SHOW--THAT/S WHERE 
PRODUCER BUCK = 
HOUGHTON KICKED INTO እ Al 
GEAR AND BEGAN А 
SEARCH FOR 4r 


CO-WRITERS. | AN 


SNU A EM 

THOUGH Т DESPERATE! 

WANTED TO, IT WAS NOT CN 

HUMANLY POSSIBLE 

FOR ME TO WRITE EVERY за 

SINGLE EPISODE OF THE 
= [4 
—— | 


MATHESON 
WAS ALREADY 
A WELL- 
ESTABLISHED 
WRITER WHEN 
HE BEGAN TO 
WORK ON THE 
TWILIGHT ZONE. 


И 
Al 2 
RICHARD | / —— = ፖሪ 
| SSCS 
7 2 


НЕ HAD SOME TELEVISION 
Hab PUBLISHED SEVERAL NOVELS, ма Дала eee: 


Hi 
ТАМ LEGEND AND THE SHRINKING МАН: 
OF WHICH WOULD BE ADAPTED | "m ИН PITTEN 


HAVE GUN, WILL TRAVEL. 


WHILE WORKING ON THE ZONE, RICHARD IN ALL, RICHARD WROTE SIXTEEN 
ОСН EPISODES OF THE TWILIGHT ZONE. SOME 
ALLAN РОВ FOR ROGER CORMAN, OF HIS MOST FAMOUS SCRIPTS WERE 
NIGHTMARE АТ 20,000 FEET" AND “STEEL.” 


INCLUDING “THE HOUSE 
OF USHER," “THE PIT AND 
THE PENDULUM," AND 
“THE RAVEN." 





BORN CHARLES LEROY NUTT AND 
RIDICULED FOR HIS LAST NAME, 
CHUCK BEAUMONT FOUND REFUGE 
IN READING SCIENCE FICTION 
AND FANTASY. 





HIS SHORT STORIES--OFTEN HE WOULD WRITE TWENTY-TWO 
DEALING WITH THE FA! EPISODES OF THE TWILIGHT ZONE, 
APPEARED IN AMAZING STORIES INCLUDING "THE HOWLING MAN,” 

AND PLAYBOY MAGAZINE. AN ADAPTATION OF HIS OWN 
РЕ = SHORT STORY. 


НЕ WOULD DIE YOUNG, AT THE AGE OF THIRTY-EIGHT, AFTER 
WASTING AWAY FROM ALZHEIMER'S AND PICK/S DISEASE. 


s IED, ] INETY- - 7 
CHUCK вот WHEN HE DIED, HE LOOKED LIKE А NINETY-YEAR-OLD MAN 


SICK TOWARDS 
THE END OF THE 
TWILIGHT ZONE'S 
RUN. HE QUICKLY 
LOST HIS ABILITY 
TO WRITE AND 
TELL STORIES. 


224.“ 





IN THE FALL OF /59, I WENT ON 
А MEDIA TOUR TO PROMOTE THE 
DEBUT OF THE TWILIGHT ZONE... 


MY LAST STOP 


WAS THE MIKE 
WALLACE SHOW. 


YOU с 
SPONSOR? 








IN THIS 
PARTICULAR AREA, NO, 

BECAUSE WE'RE 

WITH AHA 


P AN AXE OR 
ANYTHING. 


Ro 
£ 


IF BY NOT. 
IMPORTANT, 
YOU MEAN Т/М 
т GOING те 
DELVE INTO 
URRENT SOCIAL 
PROBLEMS 
DRAMATICALLY, 
U'RE QUITE 


& 


< 





Жа TERM DISCUSSED BY TELEVISION PLAYWRIGHT PADDY CHAYEFSKY: THE PRACTICE OF A WRITER CENSOPING 
HIS OR HER OWN WORK IN ANTICIPATION OF THE NETWORK AND/OR SPONSORS’ FUTURE RESISTANCE 


**a BOOK, PAINTING, OR RECORDING PRODUCED MERELY TO MAKE A LIVING BY CATERING TO POPULAR TASTE 








AND SO THE GRIND 
BEGAN. ፲ HAD TO COME 
UP WITH TWENTY-SEVEN 

TELEPLAYS FOR THE 

UPCOMING SEASON. 


I WOULD WAKE UP АТ 
DAWN EVERY MORNING 
AND HEAD INTO THE 
HOME OFFICE. 


FATES THE 
I WAS WRITING FASTER THAN NAME HENRY, 
EVER BEFORE. IT WAS THE KIND 


YATE. AND You RE RIGHT T EVERY DAY 
Е тон 
OF SCHEDULE THAT IF T DROPPED ARE AL DENTON, 


ብ AROUND NOON, 
7 ረ WHEN T COULDN'T 
AND YOU'RE AWAY, T SHOULD Ы 
A PENCIL AND BENT OVER TO PICK RUNNING AWAY. У HERE AND WRITE ANYMORE, 
IT UP, T WAS TWO WEEKS BEHIND. YOU SHOULDN'T, GET SHOT TO 1 WOULD HEAD 
YOU KNOW... YOU DEATH! О THE STUDIO. 
SHOULDN'T 
RUN AWAY. 

















AT NIGHT, т WOULD 
DRAG MYSELF HOME, 
AND PROMPTLY CRASH. 


BEING THE SUPERVISING PRODUCER, 
I WANTED TO BE FULLY INVOLVED 
IN THE MAKING OF THE SHOW. 





NOREEN D 
WITNESS A 


THAT EVENING, THE AMERICAN AUDIENCE WOULD 
BE INTRODUCED TÓ A 5) THE LIKES er WHICH 
NO 


ONE HAD Eee ‘SEEN BEFOR 





VIEWERS WOULD--FOR THE FIRST 
TIME EVER--HEAR THAT UNCANNY THEME 
COMPOSED BY BERNARD HERRMANN... 





WHILE A SERIES OF BIZARRE SYMBOLS 
D ACROSS THEIR SCREEN: 


MIT 18 THE MIDDLE GROUND BETWEEN 
LIGHT AND SHADOW, BETWEEN SCIENCE 
AND SUPERSTITION... 





“THIS I$ THE DIMENSION 
OF IMAGINATION. IT 15 AN 
AREA WHICH WE CALL...” 


“THERE IS A FIFTH 
DIMENSION, BEYOND THAT 
WHICH 1$ KNOWN TO MAN. 
IT IS A DIMENSION AS VAST 

AS SPACE, AND AS 

TIMELESS AS INFINITY. 


*...AND IT LIES BETWEEN THE PIT 
OF MAN/S FEARS, AND THE SUMMIT 
OF HIS KNOWLEDGE. 





ПУЛ», 


AB 


You 
ФОТ THE 
NUMBERS, 
Buck? 





THE SHOW WAS OFF TO АРОСКУ START 


DESPITE GETTING GOOD PRESS, THINGS 6OT WORSE BEFORE 


THEY ФОТ BETTER. 


SERIOUSLY, BOB, - OUR DAYS ARE 
H AN с: TI NUMBERED. Т HEAR 
WITH 77 SUNSET WAGON TRAIN 15 
STRIP*? HIRING, SHOULD 
፲ APPLY? 





er 
DON'T EULOGIZE THAT'S RIGHT. ASKING 


THE SHOW QUITE Е SHOW ON AT 


us To Pu 
Ж ጋ ALSO: AN EARLIER TIME SLOT. 
YET. ITS STILL APPARENTLY, IDS ARE 
EARLY IN THE LIKE THIS: PARENTS: SHEARING of 
GAME. TO ህደ 1 
н WE'VE 5 
@ от - 
š UE 





+A DETECTIVE SHOW RUNNING ON ABC AT THE SAME TIME SLOT AS THE TWILIGHT ZONE. 


THROUGHOUT ITS TENURE, 

THE SHOW WOULD NEVER BECOME 
A RATINGS TRIUMPH, BUT IT SLOWLY 
GATHERED A SIGNIFICANT GROUP 
OF LOYAL FOLLOWERS- 


MEANWHILE, THE CRITICAL 
RESPONSE, HIGH PRODUCTION 
QUALITY AND UNUSUAL SUBJECT 
MATTER STARTED GENERATING 
SOME HEAT AROUND 
HOLLYWOOD. 


HIGH-CALIBER 
ACTORS AND 
DIRECTORS 

WOULD ROUTINELY 

REQUEST TO ENTER 
“THE ZONE." 


«му 


x 
M Burne 


DON веку? Stops ТР 


че. we 
сеце touen? IDA Lupino 


፦ ርው 
Кам sut? 





MY PREDICTION CAME м I WOULD BURROW INTO THE 


TRUE: BOTH SPONSORS 
AND CENSORS LEFT ME 
TO MY OWN РЕМСЕЗ- 


THEY SAW NOTHING 
PROBLEMATIC WITH А SHOW 
DEALING WITH ALIENS AND 
MONSTERS, SOMEWHERE 

OFF IN THE DISTANT FUTURE. 


HARVES' 
DARK MATTER, 
RESHAPE IT, 
DISGUISE IT, 


MAYBE THERE'S A FAMILY THAT ISN'T WHAT WE THINK THEY 
ARE--MONSTERS FROM OUTER SPACE OR SOMETHING, 
Fi COLONISTS FROM THE VAST BEYOND. 


WHAT IS THIS, A 
NOW, DO YOU KNOW PRACTICAL JOKE OR 
ANYBODY THAT MIGHT PIT Š SOMETHING? 
THAT DESCRIPTION ON 1 
MAPLE STREET? 


DARKEST RECESSES OF 
$ SUBCON us. 





" І к 


THE NATION WAS | 2 
PETE L ЕЕ were 
IOIA. THE AIR WAS > 7 
HICK WITH FEAR AND DIS- > ር... 
TRUST... THE PUTRID SCENT 
OF MECARTHYISM. 


IGLE NORM, A SINGLE 
APPROACH, A SINGLE ENTITY OF 
PEOPLE, A SINGLE VIRTUE, 

А SINGLE MORALITY! 


т/м SURE 
T'LL BE 
THEY'RE 
ALL DEAD! 
THEY MUST 
BE. 





EVEN THOUGH THE SHOW'S PROSPECTS WERE IMPROVING, 
T WAS SINKING DEEPER AND DEEPER INTO AN ABYSS OF 
DEPRESSION AND ANXIETY OF MY OWN MAKING. 








MEANWHILE, T ALS: 
IN THREE NEW SCRI 


TO DIE FOR SOMETHING 
HAT YOU BELIEVE IN, THERE 
MUST ВЕ PRIDE IN THIS. 


ALL THE WHILE SUBSISTING 
ON COCA-COLA, COFFEE AND 
CIGARETTES. 


ШІ! 
li 


IN ADDITION TO WRITING TWENTY EPISODES AND 
OWJ, Т HAD AGREED TO TAKE ON 
¡6 A BOOK OF SHORT STORIES. 


PRODUCING THE 
THE TASK OF WRI 





WELL, YOUR 
BLOODWORK 


YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE 
CAME IN. 


IS HIGHER THAN LHS EE PERHAPS 
IT TO BE, BUT OTHERWISE, YOU MI 
NO RED FLAGS. MEINE 


SSI 1 THOUGHT 
SOMETHING? TWAS HAVING 


SOME SORT, 
OF CARDIAC 
EPISODE. 


NO, NO. YOU 


AAA 
FROM ACUTE WORK DOC. ГМ RUNNING A 
FATIGUE. YOU NEED 
TO TAKE A BREAK. 


WEEKLY SHOW! T HAVE 
COMMITMENTS. 

PERHAPS A = 

VACATION? 





VERY WELL. 
TRY TO GET MORE 
REST REGARDLESS. 
TAKE NAPS IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE 
DAY. 


W ГМ ALSO 
У PRESCRIBING 
YOU ል NEW 
er | 
q ON THE 
САМЕ ÓN THE i 
MARKET, AND os” 
SOME SLEEPING 
\ PILLS TO 
COUNTER THE 
INSOMNIA. 





THE STRAINS OF WORK WERE ALSO CUTS AED RES 
MAKING THEIR WAY INTO THE FEW HOURS ninina ው МЕД, az, 
AN ENTERTAINER WITH MOXY! WE'VE GOT 
TO SEIZE THE AUDIENCE FOR YEARS. GIVE 
THEM А YANK! JARE "ЕМ! ROCK “EM! 
GIVE "ЕМ THE OU PUSH! 
PUSH! PUSH! 


1 UNDERSTAND 
Е ТНАТ/5 MR. MISRELL, 
GOTTA BE BRIGHT, IE INE ሪጅ ፲ ደከ TAND: 
HOW ТНА 
WILL eT à PEOPLE BEST ፲ CAN. 
LIKE. S 


ope COMEDY! 
IT’S GOTTA HAVE 
IT ALL! PUSH, PUSH, 
PUSH! NOW IT/S 
GOTTA BE BRIGHT, 
WILLIAMS! THIS 18 


DO MORE 
THAN YOU CAN! 
ASPIRE! DREAM BIG, PUSH, 
THEN GET BEHIND PUSH, PUSH, 
IT! PUSH, PUSH, WILLIAMS! 
PUSH! 





WELL, 
THAT'S OPEN TO 
INTERPRETATION. 


AND THAT 
OTHER SCRIPT 
READ, “а PASSAGE 


£ 
FOR TRUMPET." IT'S 


LIKE THE MAN HAS A 


so, 
WHAT'S THE 
DEATH WISH- PROBLEM? 


ТМ REALLY 
CONCERNED ABOUT 
YOU. THIS EPISODE 

O DARK. THE 

6, WILLIAMS, 
HE...HE COMMITS 
SUICIDE! 





CAROL, YOU KNOW THIS 
INDUSTEY—IT/$ FEAST OR FAMINE! 
፲ HAVE TO TAKE IT ALL IN WHILE 
THE TAKING 15 GOOD. 


PERHAPS, BUT DO YOU 
HAVE TO WRITE THIS МАМУ 
EPISODES? AND TAKE ON 

ALL THOSE O` 


HER 
PROJECTS? 


I'M NOT 
1 ሂ HONEY, T 
ВЕ А HOT | | KNOW ITS BEEN 
COMMODITY” | 4 ROUGH, BUT T 
FOREVER. — DON'T SEE ANY 
| OTHER WAY-- 


MY NAME 15 ON, 
THE GODDAMN SHOW! 
I'VE GIVEN YOU 
EVERYTHING! 


FROM YOUR 
WORK! 


Е" 
8257 


LOOK AT THIS HOUSE, 
THIS POOL, THE JEWELRY, 
THE CLOTHES YOU WEAR! 
WHAT ELSE COULD You 
POSSIBLY NEED?! 


OH ROD, 

1 WISH YOU WOULD 
WAKE UP AND SEE 
WHAT YOU'VE 
BECOME. 


JESUS CHRIST, 
CAROL. ፲ REALLY 
DON'T NEED 
MORE PRESSURE 
р! дом. Т 
NEED YOU TO Bi 
SUPPORTIVE! 





AS PART OF ል МАЈОР NETWORK SHAKE UP IN !59, JAMES AUBREY- 
а.к.а "THE SMILING COBRA”--WAS NAMED PRESIDENT, REPLACING 
LOUIS COWAN WHO WAS DISMISSED DUE TO THE QUIZ SHOW SCANDALS.+ р] 


so YOU'RE 
TELLING ME A 
SINGLE EPISODE 
OF PLAYHOUSE 
90 COSTS 
$175,0007 

















YOU CAN'T BUY 
AUBREY/S ASCENT MARKED HE WANTED HITS, AND IN ORDER TO HAVE PS wi H PRESTIGE. 
THE END OF AN ERA. HE WOULD THOSE HE WOULD APPEAL TO THE LOWEST PT ALED COST 
CHANGE THE DIRECTION OF THE COMMON DENOMINATOR WITH SHOWS 
NETWORK AND OF THE MEDIUM AS LIKE THE BEVERLY HILLBILLIES AND 
A WHOLE. AUBREY’S MOTTO WAS GILLIGAN'S ISLAND. 
NBROADS, BOSOMS, AND FUN." 


S MORE THAN 
JUST THE BOTTOM LINE 
WITH PLAYHOUSE 90, 17'S 
BEEN THE GEM OF THE 
NETWORK FoR 
YEARS- 


WHY THE 
HELL ARE WE 
STILL PRODUCING 

THIS ELEPHAN 


AND SO BEGAN A TUG OF WAR 
BETWEEN THE NETWORK AND ME. 

VERY WELL, DURING THE FOLLOWING SEASONS, 

LET'S SEE WHO ELSE AUBREY WOULD CHOP THE BUDGET 

IS DRAINING OUR COFFERS. DOWN BIT BY BIT, ‘TIL THERE WAS 

АН! THE TWILIGHT ZONE! WHAT ALMOST NOTHING LEFT. 
A STRANGE, STRANGE SHOW. 
$65,000 AN EPISODE! FOR 
HALF AN HOUR! THAT'S 
OUTRAGEOUS. 


HIN THE 1950$ SEVERAL QUIZ SHOWS, SUCH AS THE $64,000 QUESTION, TURNED OUT ТО BE RIGGED. 
CONTESTANTS WERE GIVEN THE ANSWERS AHEAD OF THE SHOW. 





ONE OF AUBREY’S FIRST STABS AT US WAS DURING аз MUST BE OBVIOUS, 
THE SECOND SEASON ОЕ THE SHOW. IN AN АТТЕМРТ N А HOUSE НОУ OVER 5ሃ МР. DEATH, THAT 


ERED 
TO CUT COSTS WE WERE FORCED TO SHO! ШІ OMNIPRESENT PLAYER THE THIRD AND FINAL 
EPISODES ON VIDEO INSTEAD OF FILI ACTOFE 


VERY LIFE. A S BEEN SAID, 
AND PROBABLY RIGHTFULLY 50-- 


FOR IN A MOMENT, А CHILD WILL ТРУ TO 
CROSS THAT BRIDGE WHICH SEPARATES LIGHT AND 
--ТНАТ WHAT SHADOW, AND, OF COURSE, HE MUST TAKE THE ONLY 
FOLLOWS THIS KNOWN ROUTE, THAT INDISTINCT HIGHWAY 
LIFE IS ONE OF THE THROUGH THE REGION WE CALL 
UNFATHOMABLE THE TWILIGHT ZONE. 
MYSTERIES, AN AREA Š 
OF DARKNESS WHICH 
WE, THE LIVING, 
РЕЗЕРУЕ FOR 
THÉ DEAD-- 











NOT ONLY ARE WE FORCED TS A NES 
TO SHOOT ON A SINGLE LOCATION, та: 
LIKE SOME RAGGEDY OFF-BROADWAY) TECHNOLOGY. 
PRODUCTION, BUT THE END RESULT 
LOOKS LIKE CRAPL 


CALM DOWN. 

I'VE TOLD THE 
NETWORK THE 
SAVINGS ARE 
MINUSCULE. 


AUBREY’S NEXT BLOW WAS EVEN LOWER-- 
THE CANCELLATION OF PLAYHOUSE 90. THE PRODUCERS 
ASKED ME TO WRITE THE LAST EPISODE OF THE SHOW. 


BUT WHY DO 
HAVE TO BE THE GUINEA 
PIGS? HE'S TAUNTING US. 
IM TELLING YOU. AUBREY 
PICKED THE WRONG MAN 
TO FIGHT WITH. 1 WON'T 
GO DOWN EASY. 


IN THE END, 
VIDEO ONLY SAVED 
ABOUT $5,000 AN 
EPISODE, AND THE 
NETWORK AGREED 
TO TERMINATE THEIR 

COST-CUTTING 

EXPERIMENT. 


AND SO, IN THE SUMMER OF 1960, WE SHOT "IN 
THE PRESENCE OF MINE ENEMIES," STARRING 


AYOUNG ROBERT REDFORD IN ONE OF HIS 
FIRST TELEVISION ROLES. 


` 
WE'RE 
|  SURETO 
REMEMBER 
THIS ONE, 
HUH? 





ьоивт ЕЕ - 
ABOUT IT, FIELDER. ONG Oe eae EAN IT WAS A SCRIPT 


T HOPE THE SOUND OF THE REHEARSALS. DEALING WITH THE 


MY SOBBING DOESN'T WARSAW GHETTO, 
DROWN OUT THE A SUBJECT SCARCELY 
EXPLORED ON 
TELEVISION OR FILM 


DIALOGUE. 


ЕВА REDFORD PLAYED A COMPASSIONATE NAZI OFFICER— 
Pan А STORYLINE WHICH SPARKED CONTROVERSY UPON 
ВИ BROADCAST. T WOULD LATER ВЕ CRITICIZED FOR 
MORAL! 


MY HUMANE DEPICTION OF A NAZI. 


THE 
MORALITY, 


BUT THERE MUST BE AN BECAUSE THERE 15 А MORALITY 
OBJECT OF HATRED. SUDDENLY IN HATING, SERGEANT. IT HAPPENS TO BE 
IN FRONT OF US, 2 A CLUE FOR SURVIVAL--NATIONS CAN FEED 
BN UNASSIMICA EO FOREINER IÑ ON IT. THEY FIND THEIR STRENGTH IN IT. 

OUR MIDST. AND SO We HATE IT, THEY ARE NURTURED BY IT, LOTT. 
AND 5, 
WE ARE UNIFIED. I 








AS SEASON THREE OF THE TWILIGHT ZONE ROLLED IN, | | 
“ Т BEGAN TO РИМ ФИТ OF STEAM. ма 


“Ж 


I WAS WRITING SO MUCH, TO 

THE POINT WHERE I WASN'T 

ABLE TO RETAIN QUALITY IN 
MUCH OF THE WORK. 


I BEGAN BORROWING FROM 
MYSELF. REPEATING MYSELF. 
MAKING MY OWN CLICHÉS. 


I'VE NEVER 
FELT QUITE AS 
DRAINED OF IDEAS 
AS I DID IN THAT 
MOMENT. STORIES 
USED TO BUBBLE 
OUT OF ME SO FAST, 
I COULDN'T GET 
THEM DOWN ON 
PAPER QUICK 
ENOUGH. 

NO MORE. 





DEPARTME! 
AS WELL. 


YOU'VE BEEN CHUCK! 
ከር диз ONCE, EARTH abe 
ND NOT JUST n 
LISTEN, ROD, BUT OVER SEVERAL 
I'VE TRIED TO EPISODES! 
KEEP THIS INSIDE 
AS LONG 401 
COULD, BUT, 
JUST CAN'T ХОУ, 
KNOW VERY 
АМУМОРЕ. ሪ | WELL WHAT 
IM TALKING ይ 
ABOUT! 


СЕ: 


И act 15 FORGIVEN. 
YOU'RE ALREADY 
PAYING ME MORE THAN 


— HE SHOW. 1 MEAN, 
М THAT NIGHT, I SENTHIM | WRITING SCIENCE- 
| А LETTER OF APOLOGY. FICTION? 

ІН | 





T] Т Т 
T WAS WALKING A FINE LINE WITH BRADBURY AS WELL. 


HE WAS FRUSTRATED THAT WE WERE UNABLE TO PRODUCE 


HIS FIRST SCRIPT FOR US, “HERE THERE ВЕ TYGEP S.” 
ESET HIT HI H ЗОО ОИ 
WHEN WE FINALLY GOT HIS WI SING THE 


BODY ELECTRIC” MADE DURING THE THIRD = 
SEASON, THERE WAS AMAJOR SNAFU- 


ER " 











= 


Is 1202 


ik 3 Qu 


YOU'RE 
NOW APART OF 
OUR SELL-OUT 

COVEN! 


PROMIS ides) 6 















WE WILL 
RETURN TO THE 
EMMY CEREMONY ነመ 
FTER THIS SHORT ፌ 
BREAK. 


LADIES AND 
м CAN'T WIN GENTLEMEN, - ዥ 
SORRY YOU “ЕМ EVERY YEAR. FIVE-TIME EMMY 
DIDN/T WIN, IT WAS AN HONOR AWARD WINNER, 


HONEY. JUST TO BE-- 


Y cona 
222 ees 
TZ, Қ 
WITH SMOOTH 58.) 
FLAVOR AND 
FULL BODY! 








T HAD TO SNEAK 
Е BUILDING. 


IT WAS THE PERFECT 
TIME FOR AN ESCAPE 
FROM HOLLYWOOD. 


HIATUS BEFORE 
THE NEXT SEASON, Т TOOK А 
SABBATICAL OF SORTS. 


ONCE AGAIN, Т WAS AT 
ANTIOCH COLLEGE IN YELLOW 
SPRINGS, OHIO--THIS TIME AS 

AVISITING INSTRUCTOR. 


- 
Е EXPECT A ROYAL WELCOME. T ASSUMED THE STUDENTS WOULD BE 
р. 


IN AWE WITH А CELEBRITY INSTRUC 





OFFHAND, 
LIEUTENANT YAMURI, 


1 WOULD SAY ALL 
PLEASURE? F TH 


HOW MANY 
MUST DIE 
BEFORE HE 15 
SATISFIED? 


WAR, LAST DAY 
OF THE WAR, 
WE DE: OY 


AS YOU CAN SEE, 
THE BINOCULARS ARE 
SIMPLY A PLOT DEVICE. BY 
PUTTING LIEUTENANT KATELL, 
LITERALLY, IN THE SHOES OF 
HIS ENEMY, WE CAN FORCE 
HIM INTO CHANGING 
HIS WORLD VIEW. 





WELL, THE PREMISE 18 SOMEWHAT 
REDUCTIVE. THIS IS OBVIOUSLY Your BROADCAST TOA 
STAB AT THE VIETNAM WAR. THE SITUATION WIDE AUDIENCE 
THERE IS SO MULTIFACETED AND COMPLEX, ALL ACROSS IRONED 
AND YOU FLATTENED THE CHARACTERS THE U.S. БЕР 
INTO STEREOTYPES. IT'S KINDER- AUDIENCE 
GARTEN MORALITY. COREE Цено 


OUT IN 
OR THE 





ana ጋ 
THE TWILIGHT ZONE ENDED A whimper |Д E AL NAKE TOF ТИВ 
POINT, THE SHOW HAD FULLY RUN OUT OF STEAM. DB N 


72 
BEEN LIFTED 
OFF МУ 





"УЕ ESCAPED 
Е TWILIGHT 
EXT? 





IN THE FALL OF 1965, Т SOLD MY REMAINING | 
50% SHARE IN THE TWILIGHT ZONE AHEAD OF 
THE SHOW'S SCHEDULED SYNDICATION. I RECEIVED A SUM 
CLOSE TO HALF А 
MILLION DOLLARS 
FOR THE RIGHTS. 





I WAS SURE 
MY DECISION 
wAS SOUND. 


THE TWILIGHT ZONE 
WOULD SCORE OUTSTANDING 
RATINGS IN SYNDICATION, 
BECOMING A CULT HIT. 


I WISH I/D HAD MORE 
LASTING FAITH IN MY 
OWN CREATION. 


I WOULD LATER 
GREATLY REGRET 
THE SALE 








PART IV 


Т WAS NEVER 
ABLE TO FULLY 
É 


THERE WAS 
SOMETHING 
BREWING. 


A SHOWT 
HAD PREVIOUSLY 
PITCHED WAS 
NOW PUT INTO 


--IT WAS AN 
EXISTENTIAL 
РМ. 


IT FEATURED 
A FORMER UNION 
CAVALRY WHO WAS 
AIMLESSLY DRIFTING 
IN THE VASTNESS 
OF THE NEW 
FRONTIER. 


EACH 
EPISODE WOULD 
SHOWCASE A 
NEW ENCOUNTER 
ON HIS 


JOURNEY. 


THAT 
SOUNDS 
LIKE ል GOOD 
PREMISE. 





I THOUGHT SO, TOO. 

I WANTED IT TO BE THOUGHT- 
PROVOKING. NO SCHLOCKY GUNPLAY, 
NO BANK ROBBERIES AND NONE OF 
THE HORSE CHASES YOU SAW 
IN ALL THE OTHER 
TV WESTERNS. 


вит CSS 

WANTED РР. 
THAT- THE 0 

WAS 100 CEREBRAL. 
GELE 


Е 
TOO INTERNAL. 


I WAS SICK OF THE 
MEN IN GREY SUITS PUSHING ME 
AROUND. SO Т TOOK MY GRIEVANCES 
TO THE PRESS--NAMING NAMES, 
CRITICIZING THE NETWORK'S 
LACK OF VISION. 


NOT 
WELL. 


“THE ANGRY 
YOUNG MAN" HAD 
FINALLY CROSSED 
THE LINE. 


THE SHOW, 
WHICH HAD ALSO 
SUFFERED FROM 
POOR RATINGS, 
WAS CANCELLED 

AFTER ONLY 

ONE SEASON. 


AND I WAS 
EXILED FROM 
CBS FOREVER... THE 
NETWORK WHICH HAD 
BEEN MY HOME 
FOR SO MANY 
YEARS. 


THEY TOLD 
МЕ Т HAD TO PUT 
MORE ACTION 
IN THE SHOW-- 
MORE GUNPLAY 
AND HORSE 
CHASES. 





AS THE SIXTIES WERE DRAWING 
WRITER LOOKED MORE UNCERT 
WAS THE MOMENT Т REALLY 


APICNIC 
COULD HAVE 
HAPPENED HERE, 
WITH 6-12 


ሥልክ OVER 
MOSQUITO. 


ም 


6-12 PLUS: 
THE INSECT 


IT WASN'T 


SPECIALLY TO 
PROTECT REAL 
OUTDOOR 
PEOPLE. 


THE PLUS 
15 A FORMULA 
WITH TWO ACTIVE 
INGREDIENTS, 
NOT ONE. 


FANTASTIC 
WORK EVERYONE. 
IT'S A WRAP. 


REPELLANT FOR 
REAL OUTDOOR 


PEOPLE. 





ALLIN 
А DAY'S WORK. 
AND IT WASN'T 
MUCH WORK 
АТ ALL. 


WHAT 
HAPPENED? 
LOST ONE TOO 
МАМУ CLAMS 
IN THE HORSE 
RACE? 


፲ WAS DOING MORE AND MORE 
COMMERCIALS. THE IRONY 
WASN'T LOST ON МЕ. 


TELEVISION/S FORMER “ANGRY 
YOUNG MAN” NOW SURRENDERED 
TO THE SAME COMMERCIALISM HE 
HAD SO PASSIONATELY CRITICIZED. 


WHEN THE AGENCY TOLD ME 
YOU'D BE HERE, I THOUGHT THEY WERE 
PULLING MY LEG. T MEAN, PLAYHOUSE 

$O ROD SERLING, DOING AN AD 
FOR BUG SPRAY?! НАНАЇ 


YEAH, 
HARD TO 
BELIEVE. 


DON'T 
WORRY. YOU'LL 
BE GETTING THAT. 

FAT AGENCY CHECK 
IN THE MAIL ANY 
DAY NOW! 





I WAS LOOKING FOR REASSURANCE 
IN ALL SORTS OF ODD PLACES. 


IT'S NOTA 
M FULL MOON, CINDY, 
$0 1 ASSURE YOU, 
THERE'S NOTHING 
TO WORRY 
ABOUT. 


T JUST CAN'T 
BELIEVE ТМ SITTING 
ЕРЕ AND TALKING WITH YOU! 
YOU'RE GOING TO TURN INTO ል 
WEREWOLF ANY MINUTE, 
AREN'T YOU? 


NO, NO! IT WAS SO WHAT ISSUE 
GROOVY. LIKE ል GOOD OF THE MAGAZINE 
ሪህ KIND OF SCARE. GETS WERE YOU IN? 
THAT ONE YOU ALL TINGLY. 
EPISODE WITH 


TH L 
ФАУЕ ME SUCH 
CHILLS! 


т 
COULDN'T 
SLEEP FOR 

A WEEK 





SEPTEMBER, 
BUT I WASN'T 


JT 


NA 


= | 
WHERE e 
ARE WE 
GOING? 2 
-Ji m 
[T 





I WAS TRYING TO MAKE А САРЕЕР FOR WHILE 1 WAS 
MYSELF AS A FEATURE FILM WRITER- H WRITING AND 
BUT IT WASN'T EASY. AT THE TIME, Т РЕМЈРІТІ НЕ 

| FILM RIGHT: ] 
HANDS AND 
ARTHUR P. JACOBS 
TOOK THE HELM. 


MY EARLIEST VERSION OF TI 
SCREENPLAY FEA 


BUT ONCE THE PRODUCERS READ IT, 
IT BECAME CLEAR THAT А CITY OF THAT { SO 1 REWROTE THE SCRIPT WITH AN EYE FOR 
SCOPE WOULD BE TOO COSTLY. AVERY DIFFERENT SOCIETY, ONE THAT WAS IN 


A LIMBO--A SEMI-PRIMITIVE CIVILIZATION. 
YOU'LL HAVE 


TO FIND SOME WORK- 
AROUND. WE DON'T 
HAVE THAT KIND 
OF BUDGET. 





I ADDED ONE 
OF MY TRADEMARK 
TWIST ENDINGS, 

WHICH DIFFERED 
COMPLETELY FROM 
THE ORIGINAL 

OOK. 


AFTER T SUBMITTED MY FINAL DRAFT IN ‘65, THE 
FORMERLY BLACKLISTED SCREENWRITER MICHAEL 
WILSON WAS HIRED TO REWRITE THE SCRIPT. 


THIS WAS AREAL BLOW. 
BUT I WAS PROMISED 
CO-CREDIT FOR THE FILM 
AND REMAINED ON GOOD 
TERMS WITH THE 
PRODUCTION. 


Wh) 


/ | 
WBA 110 


IN 
И 
ІШІ) 


WILSON REVISED THE DIALOGUE, MADE THE 


STORY MORE HUMOROUS AND LESS SOMBER, AND, 


OF COURSE, ADDED MANY ACTION SCENES. 











FIRST, WE'D LIKE YOU TO 
WELCOME ONE OF AMERICA’S 
GREAT STORYTELLERS, AND 
PRESIDENT OF THE LIAR'S 
CLUB, ROD SERLING! 


WELCOME TO TODAY'S MEETING 
OF THE LIAR’S CLUB. IF YOU DON’T KNOW 
WHAT THIS OBJECT I$, OR WHAT IT’S USED 
FOR, THEN SETTLE BACK! THE TALL 
TALES ARE ABOUT TO BEGIN! 





-1 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH! NOW, WE MEET AND HER 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, T/M OUR CONTESTANTS. THEY OPPONENT, 
NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV, AND OVER АРЕ: JUDY SANSORINO, МР. TOM PAIGE, 
А STUDENT FROM 
VAN 


HERE ARE THREE MEMBERS OF ል HOUSEWIFE FROM 
THE KREMLIN RIDING BURBANK... 
A TRICYCLE. 


NOW, OUR PANEL OF LIARS KNOWS THE EXACT 
DESCRIPTION OF EACH OF OUR OBJECTS. BUT THEY ARE 
GOING TO TELL YOU DIFFERENT STORIES ABOUT THEM. 

THE PLAYER THAT RECOGNIZES THE TRUTH THE MOST 
NUMBER OF TIMES WILL RECEIVE 
ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS! 


THE OFFERS WERE NOT POURING IN ANYMORE, 

AND ፲ TOOK WHAT CAME MY WAY. GOD KNOWS 
THERE WAS NO GOOD REASON FOR МЕ Т. 

HOST THE LIAR'S CLUB. THE PAY WAS PALTRY. 


PERHAPS 
І Just 
ENJOYED 
BEING ON 
CAMERA 
ONCE 
AGAIN. 


.6000000000000000 
.......e......s 
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IN LATE 1968, NIGHT GALLERY WAS 
GREENLIT--A MADE-FOR-TELEVISION 
MOVIE PRODUCED BY UNIVERSAL 
AND CREATED BY ME. 


IT’S JUST-- WELL, 

I CAN'T BELIEVE 

ОУ ЕЕ. WOULD LET 
ITY-YEAR-OLD 


Eulen Niger А МАРЕ- 

POR-TELEVISION MOVIE. 
THAT'S SIMPLY 
UNHEARD OF! 


IT'S JOAN. 
CRAWFORD. 


DOESN'T 
SHE KNOW WHAT 
TIME IT 1577 
T WISH YOU HAD 
NEVER GIVEN 
HER OUR HOME 
PHONE! 


I/M SURE THE 
KID'S HIGHLY 
CAPABLE IF 
THEY TRUST HIM 
TO DIRECT. 


AS THE SHOOT 
APPROACHED, 
WE BEGAN 
TO HIT SOME 
SNAGS. 


YES, 
JOAN. WHAT 
15 172 


IM TERRIBLY 
SORRY TO 
CALL YOU AT THIS 


TREMENDOUSLY 
NERVOUS. I'VE NOT 


DAYS NOW. 


55 THE 
PROBLEM? 


CAPABLE? MY 
CAREER’S ON THE LINE 
HERE, ROD! Т CAN'T LET A 
CHILD DIRECT ME. THIS 
COULD END UP BEING A 
MAJOR DISASTERL 


LISTEN, JOAN. 
TRUST ME, THIS KID- 
WHAT WAS Н|5 МАМЕ 

БЕЗЕР) 
FABULOUS JO 
GREAT STORY FOR YOU. 
HOW ABOUT WE TALK 
TOMORROW 


SGRUMBLEL AFTERNOON? 





THE NIGHT GALLERY MADE-FOR- 
TELEVISION MOVIE RAN ON NBC THE 
NIGHT OF NOVEMBER 2", 1969. 


И 
IM Ду y 


LUM 


መሪ 


ANTHOLOGY SHOWS 
WERE A THING OF THE PAST, 
OR SO THEY THOUGHT. 








You 
HAVE TO KEEP 
PUSHING 
ТНЕМ-- 


WEEK. CALL 
AGAIN! 








BEFORE 
YOU CELEBRATE, 
ROD, THERE'S SOME 
DETAILS YOU NEED 
TO KNOW. 


НЕРЕ/5 THE 
bn Ар you 
Е NO CREATIVE 
WOK TROL OVER 
THE SERIES. 


UNIVERSAL, 
WANTS THEIR Guy 
MAN IN CHARG! 
PRODUCER Kamen 

JACK LAIRD- 


YOUVE 
MADE MY 
Day! 


YOU'LL ВЕ 
HOSTING, AND NARRATING. 
THEY WILL PRODUCE ONLY 
SIX HOUR-LONG EPISODES 
TO START. THEY WANT YOU 

TO WRITE SOME OF THE 
SCRIPTS, BUT 


THE STUDIO KNEW HOW 

DESPERATE 1 WAS. WITHOUT 
MUCH HESITATION, T AGREED 
TO THEIR TERMS. EXCITED BY 
THE PROSPECT OF THE SHOW. 





UNIVERSAL 
STUDIOS 


THE SHOW BEGAN 
PRODUCTION 
SOON AFTER. 





MR. 
LAIRD, IT'S 
ROD SERLING 
ON THE 





AS THE PRODUCTION PRO: ‚ МУ SCRIPTS WERE 
EITHER COMPLETELY RE: OR IGNORED. HOW 


NAIVE T WAS TO GIVE UP CREATIVE CONTROL SÓ EASILY. 


TO SAY I WAS DISAPPOINTED 
WITH NIGHT GALLERY WOULD BE 
AN UNDERSTATEMENT. EXCLUDING 
А FEW GOOD MOMENTS, IT LOOKED, 
AT TIMES, LIKE A PARODY OF 
THE TWILIGHT ZONE. 





I FOUND MYSELF SPENDING 
MORE AND MORE TIME АТ МУ 
LAKE HOUSE IN ITHACA. 

















T WAS ENJOYING TEACHING NOW MORE THAN 
EVER. AND THE STUDENTS WERE ALSO TREATING 
ME WITH A HIGHER LEVEL OF RESPECT. 


THERE'S SOMETHING "" 

INHERENTLY IC IN THE SPORT 

BUT WHAT OF BOXING. HARLAN \MOUNTA 
MADE YOU CHOOSE McCLINTOCK IS NOT 

THE BOXER AS YOUR HIS OWN CHOICES, BUT A VI 
VEHICLE FOR THE OF THE SYSTEM. 


762 


THERE COMES А ПМЕ 
WHEN A MAN HAS GIVEN SO 
МОСН OF HIMSELF TO HIS 

CHOSEN ENTERPRI: 


PERHAPS I'D COME 
INTO MY OWN AS AN 
INSTRUCTOR. 





THE MOMENT 
HE'S UNABLE TO 
WIN, UNABLE TO 
ENTERTAIN, HE IS 
EJECTED INTO A 

COLD WORLD 

THAT DOESN'T 

NEED HIM. 


COULDN'T 

HE REINVENT | 
HIMSELF? 
FIND A NEW 
VOCATION? 

















EARLY, DETERMINED TO PREPAI 
FOR THE CORN Т WAS PLANNIN: 
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EPILOGUE 


WHAT you 
A TALE! UVEDETE 
LIFE, MR. 
ВРО ЧЕ 


YOUR STORY WAS SO CAPTIVATING, 
SUCH A SHORT LIFE, INTENSELY 
FULL. ወነ / T 








NEAYES 
AAND QUESTION 


жюк le [Se Love Me? 
HN VBecome Rich? 


+ EMY Fotre Brigh? 





